A

rﬂ-

Friends of Andersonville

"Fostering public understanding of the role Andersonville National Historic Site plays in our Nation's History "

Board of Trustees

Fred Boyles
Chairman

Sybil Smith
Vice Chairman

Wallace Mays
Secretary

Teresa Owens
Treasurer

Jim Covington
Americus, GA

Randy Jones,
Americus, GA

Alan Marsh
Lizella, GA

Melanie Grace
Columbus, GA

Hershel Smith
Americus, GA

Wayne Waddell
Marietta, GA

Ethan Wolfe
Americus, GA

Ed DeMent, Trustee Emeritus
American Ex-POW

Also serving as Ex-Officio
to the Board
DGR Group
(Financial Advisors)
Lewis Webb

Jimmy Skipper - Attorney

National Park Service
Gia Wagner, Superintendent
Andersonville National
Historic Site
Andersonville, GA

Chairman’s Message Winter 2025

The Friends of Andersonville lost a dear and trusted friend when Steve Stanfield
passed away on December 24, 2024 at the age of 77. Steve lived a life based on
service to many noble causes, including the legacy of Andersonville National
Historic Site.

Lieutenant Colonel Stanfield was born in Marietta, Ohio, but grew up mostly in
Chamblee, Georgia. He attended Auburn University and was enrolled in Army
ROTC. After graduating, he was commissioned as an Army officer and although he
was a helicopter pilot; he was primarily in armor as a tank commander. He served
many assignments, both in the US and overseas, in a career that spanned over 20
years. His last assignment was as Senior Military Instructor of the Army ROTC unit
at Georgia Southwestern State University in Americus. Steve also was the Junior
ROTC commander at Americus High School after his retirement from the Army.
Steve said that was the most demanding job he ever had. In December 1969, Steve
married Jeannie, who remained his lifelong partner for fifty-five years. They had
two children, Cliff and Suzanne, and four grandchildren. Steve was active in Rotary
International, serving as the President of the Americus Rotary Club and the District
Governor. He also served as Chairman of the Roosevelt Warm Springs
Development Fund, an organization similar to the Friends of Andersonville.

Steve became involved with the Friends when he established the DGR Group, an
investment company. Following the establishment of the Andersonville Trust, DGR
was selected to manage its funds. Steve and his partner, Lewis Webb, carefully
guided our investments so that our fund could benefit the park but also to grow.
Steve properly made sure that the Andersonville Trust would be managed in such a
way that it was not in danger of suffering from the ups and downs of the market.
Although Steve was not on the Board of Trustees, he always was engaged in our
deliberations and offered input that
was always welcomed. His work as a
board member at the Warm Springs
Foundation gave him insight that
proved beneficial to our work at
Andersonville.

Through our work to Dbenefit
Andersonville, Steve will be missed.
But more importantly. He was a dear
colleague to everyone on the Board
of Trustees. Our lives are just a little
emptier without him as a friend. On
behalf of the Trustees of the Friends
of Andersonville, our hearts go out

to the Stanfield family in your time Friends Trustee, Sybil Smith (middle), presents
of grief. a resolution of appreciation to Steve Stanfield
(left) upon his retirement from the DGR Group

in 2023. Lewis Webb is on the right.




Wreaths Across America 2024

For a fourth year in a row, a holiday wreath was placed at every headstone at Andersonville
National Cemetery for the Christmas season. Roughly 2,000 volunteers took part in placing
wreaths at each of the headstones for the event that was observed in 4,600 locations across the
country. The principal partner that made the event possible was the Taylor Foundation, which
is a part of the Bennett Family of Companies. The wreath laying began at noon on Saturday,
December 14, 2024 with a commemorative ceremony at the Cemetery Rostrum.

A tradition of the event at Andersonville is to honor four veterans that were interred at the
cemetery in the past year. Those paid tribute to were Lieutenant Junior Grade Dannelle W.
Messner, U.S. Navy, Captain Ben A. Rice (Chaplain) U.S. Navy, Master at Arms First Class
Zenith L. Parker Sr, U.S. Navy and Private Betty C. Parker, U.S. Army.

The Bennett Company used several of their long-haul trucks to travel to Maine and pick up the
wreaths and bring them to Andersonville.

On the Friday before the event, forklift Not only did Bennett Trucking donate the services of
operator students from South Georgia their frucks to travel fo and from Maine to transport
Technical College assisted volunteers and the 20,800+ wreaths to Andersonville National
park staff in unloading the trucks and staging Cemetery, but they were also literally rolling
the wreaths fo placement on the graves. recognition for Wreaths Across America.

The company’s efforts were led by Lee Gentry, Executive Vice President. Over the first
weekend in November, Bennett employees raised $68,000 for Wreaths Across America at
Andersonville at an event held at Atlanta Motor Speedway. Other organizations assisted, such
as South Georgia Technical College, that provided forklifts and students to unload the wreaths
from the trucks the day prior to the event. Many other groups provided groups of volunteers
such as churches, youth organizations, veterans' groups and civic clubs.

During the ceremony, volunteers were asked to pause at each grave and read the name on
each headstone while placing the wreath. The national theme of the event is to remember,
honor and teach. “The National Park Service appreciates the many volunteers that came to the
National Cemetery to honor all those who are buried in this special place, stated Gia Wagner,
Superintendent of Andersonville National Historic Site, “We are especially thankful to Bennett
Trucking, the Taylor Foundation and so many others who made this remarkable day possible.”
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“We've come a long way since this event began at Andersonville back in 2008 with just eight
wreaths,” stated Fred Boyles, Chair of the Friends of Andersonville, “One of our Trustees, Jim
Covington, works all year round to raise funds, awareness of the event and to solicit
volunteers that make this day possible.” Wreaths stay in place for approximately one month
before being removed. The Friends of Andersonville provided funding support for the event
through the Andersonville Trust.

During the ceremony, members
of several youth organizations
escorted the wreath presenters

. .. . . fo the rosfrum as each service
This young Cub Scout joined 2,000 volunteers in placing wreaths branch, and individual veterans

throughout the cemetery. This is in keeping with the theme of the were recognized.
nation-wide event to remember, honor and teach.

SRR

The park staff posed for this group photo.
Putting on large events like this requires all hands to pitch in to make it all possible.
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Faces of Andersonville NHS
Highlighting the Staff

In July 2024, Dana Foster joined Andersonville National Historic Site and Jimmy Carter
National Historical Park as their joint Museum Curator, and currently splits her time between
the two sites. While this is Dana’s first time living in Georgia, she is not new to the southeast.
She moved to Americus, Georgia from Foley, Alabama after living on the Gulf Coast for the

past five years.

Dana holds both a BA and an MA in anthropology from the University of Nevada Las Vegas
(go Rebels!). Dana is the daughter of two Air Force veterans and lived abroad half her life due
to her parents” military career. Dana has a keen interest in learning about other people and
their cultures, working in museums has always been a goal of hers. She is passionate about
cultural resource management and has enjoyed working in archaeology and historic
preservation over the years. Dana isn’t new to NPS and has interned and worked at other sites,
including Yosemite National Park, Manzanar National Historic Site, and the Southeast

Archaeological Center.

She is excited to continue to familiarize herself with the National Prisoner of War Museum’s
collection and plans to start a virtual exhibit on the park’s website so that she can share more
about the unique objects in the park’s collection. In her free time, Dana enjoys hiking and
exploring Georgia’s beautiful state parks and public lands with her two labradors, Binx and

Kona.

Dana Foster, Museum Curator, puts on her NPS Stetson ranger hat.
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An Object Lesson: The Napoleon Boudreau Collection
By: Dana Foster

Many of the items on display at the National Prisoner of War Museum were modified by their
owners or made by them during their imprisonment. One of the modified artifacts not on
display is a handkerchief that belonged to Corporal Joseph Napoleon Boudreau, Battery C, 33d
Field Artillery. Corporal Boudreau was a POW at Stalag IIIB and Stalag VIIA from 1943 — 1945:
he was only 22 years old when he was captured in Africa. Stalag IIIB was in Furstenberg,
Germany (about 35 miles south of Berlin); Stalag VIIA was in Moosburg, Germany (northeast
of Munich).

The Napoleon Boudreau Collection includes a hand-drawn map on a handkerchief (ANDE
4215). This map illustrates Corporal Boudreau’s experiences during WWII, from where he was
captured in Africa to where he was imprisoned as a POW in Germany. There are mentions of
his family — the two hearts next to the scroll are for his wife Florence and their two children;
the food he ate; and the men he was imprisoned with. This object was originally donated to the
park inside a picture frame. It was separated from the frame in 2006 to perform conservation
treatments to stabilize the object for long-term preservation. The water damage, ink runs, and

stains are still noticeable, but the fabric has been stabilized to prevent further deterioration.

Andersonville Curatorial staff are grateful
to have the opportunity to share artifacts
from the National Prisoner of War
Museum’s collection with the public
through this newsletter. Please visit the
park’s website to view additional content
about the site’s museum collection.
Museum Technician, Christine Hoffmark-
Coffey, recently started a new video series
about museum objects — “Off the Shelf”.
Additionally, a virtual exhibit will be

added within the next few months. Stay

tuned!
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A Story Behind the Stone, Pervies Davies
By Caitlyn Price, Lead Ranger

Born during the Reconstruction Era in Orangeburg, South Carolina, on August 10,
1877, Pervies Davies enlisted in 1898 into the 9th Cavalry Regiment, one of the United
States Army’s four segregated African American regiments known as the Buffalo
Soldiers. Private Davies and the 9th Cavalry served in Cuba during the Spanish-
American War, participating in the Battle of San Juan Hill. He later transferred into the
10th Cavalry and was in the Philippines during the Philippine-American War. In 1905,
he reenlisted into the 9th Cavalry at Fort Moultrie, South Carolina. Davies ended his
military career at Fort Leavenworth Military Reservation in 1911 after being discharged
for an unknown disability. Although there is no information about his disability, the
1920-1950 censuses show Pervies Davies was institutionalized in mental hospitals from
Washington D.C. to Texas. On December 12, 1956, Private Pervies Davies died in a
mental hospital in Alabama.

While the United States Military was desegregated in 1948, during WWII,
Andersonville National Cemetery, in which lay the co-mingled Black and White Civil
War prisoners of war remained officially
segregated. In 1942, Army Quartermaster
General C.C. Reynolds wrote, "All persons
who have served in the armed forces of the e
United States and who were honorably Lz S Ve -
separate from such service are entitled to v : 9

burial in a national cemetery without regard PERVIES

to their race or religion." In response, — D AV]E S g
Andersonville Superintendent William Coats : : )

SOUTH CAROLINA
% BVE SR
US ARMY

designated an area in the northeast section
(Section G) of the cemetery that was to be
"reserved for colored interments. " Section G
is the final resting place for Black veterans,
including Private Pervies Davies (Section G
Grave 118) who served this country in the
Spanish-American War, the two World Wars,
and the Korean War. Section G operated as

Pervies Davies died in 1956

Andersonville National Cemetery's affer serving as a Buffalo Soldier
segregated section until 1960, when it was and deploying to Cuba during
finally desegregated. the Spanish American War and

service in the Philippines.
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Friends Board of Trustees Hold Annual Meeting
By: Fred Boyles

The Board of Trustees of the Friends of Andersonville held their annual meeting on September
20, 2024, at the Windsor Hotel in Americus. Board Chair Fred Boyles welcomed the new
Trustee and Treasurer Teresa Owens. Lewis Webb provided a status report on the funds
managed by the DGR Group. Thanks to the favorable performance of the market over the last
year the Andersonville Trust holdings have grown to $2,845,705 as of August 31, 2024. The
Board approved a distribution to the park of $100,000, which is 4% of earnings in 2024 as
identified by the Trustee’s Investment Policy.

Park Superintendent Gia Wager submitted the 2025 park projects for Friends of Andersonville
funding. The projects submitted are Preserve the Otto Collection $26,780, POW Database
Update $50,000, Special Event Support $10,000 and Print Publications $11,500. All projects’
proposals total to $98,280, which is within the 4% or $100,000 approved amount by the Board.
The Trustees approved the project proposals as submitted. Gia reported on plans to construct a
picnic shelter with the help of Friends funding committed in past years to that project. She
noted that if bids came in above the amount available that the park may return to the Friends

for additional funding.

Much of the meeting was spent discussing changes being made with the departure of the
Administrative Manager who was responsible for producing the newsletter and maintaining
the organization’s website. Fred reported that the last newsletter was assembled and mailed by
a local print shop vendor with excellent results and at a reasonable cost. The board agreed to
remain with the website vendor, Majestic Pages, to maintain the Friends of Andersonville

website (friendsofandersonville.org).

The Board agreed to invite Lieutenant Colonel Ethan Wolfe(USAF, Ret.) to be invited to serve
as a Trustee for the Friends. Ethan resides in Sumter County and is the Commander of Post 2
of the American Legion. Jim Covington reported on plans for the December 14t Wreaths

Across America event.
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Snow Falls on Andersonville National Historic Site

Text by Susie Sernaker, Chief 6f Interpretation
Photos by Jennifer Miller, Park Volunteer

On January 21, 2025, a rare event occurred in our area: significant snowfalll An estimate of between 4 and 6 inches fell
over Andersonville National Historic Site. While the park was closed for a few days due to hazardous road conditions, one
of the park's infrepid on-site RV volunteers was able to get some lovely images of the snow event.
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