
Chairman’s Message 

 

At the spring meeting of the Board of Trustees, we had the sad news of saying 

goodbye to our Administrative Manager, Donna Becton. Donna has been with the 

Friends for over 10 years. In the part-time position she held, she took care of our 

correspondence, edited the newsletter and maintained our website. Donna decided 

to spend more time with her husband David and is embarking on a big project to 

help her niece, who is getting married this summer.  

Her work was rigorous several times a year, mostly when producing the newsletter 

and getting it mailed. Donna would assemble articles and images in an appealing 

format. There were times there was too much content while at other times there 

was not enough.  She was especially good at making it all work like assembling a 

jig-saw puzzle. The newsletter was sent via regular mail and by email. This 

required watching both email and regular street addresses to add and cull names 

from the mailing list. Once the newsletter was printed, then labels were attached 

and taken to the post office for mailing.  

Donna also created and maintained our website. She has a company called 

Majestic Pages that manages web-sites for businesses and organizations. She was 

constantly making improvements to our Friends site to make it user-friendly and 

appealing. Donna would also answer correspondence that came into the Friends 

email and by regular mail. Often these were questions were from people interested 

in researching an ancestor. These requests were passed along to the park staff to 

answer.  

Donna understood how special 

the Andersonville story is. She 

knew that many of the donors to 

the Andersonville Trust had ties 

to former POWs. That was 

especially the case of Camp 

Sumter descendants who reached 

out to support the park’s mission 

through the Friends. She also 

appreciated how important 

Andersonville is to the local 

economy through tourism 

revenue that came from visitors.  

With Donna leaving, the board is 

examining how best to continue 

our operations and expand 

support for the park. But at this 

time, it is important to say thank 

you to Donna for her work and 

helping our organization operate.  

Fred Boyles 

Donna Becton and Fred Boyles seen here at the 
Spring 2024 meeting of the 

Friends of Andersonville Board meeting.  
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Superintendent’s Corner 
By: Gia Wagner 

 

Greetings from Andersonville. We are commemorating 

the 160th anniversary of Camp Sumter this this year and 

have had some fantastic events for the public. We are just 

wrapping up three weeks of Junior Ranger Days at the 

museum where kids of all ages can dig for archeological 

treasures, carve bones into useful items, practice their 

cartography skills, and talk to living history rangers. It 

has been a big hit with no less than 60 attendees each 

day. Since the beginning of the year, the museum has 

been hosting Second Saturdays. Topics have included 

African American POWs, women’s roles in prisoner 

morale, and in April we invited the public to test their 

Civil War knowledge with an “Are you smarter than an 

Intern” quiz event that was really fun. The interpreters 

also produced a multi-week series in honor of D-Day 

with our partners on the Georgia World War II Heritage 

Trail, culminating with a video highlighting WWII 

POWs at the National POW Museum. The total reach for 

this four-week virtual program was 7,304, with total 

video plays of 8,200. For National Photography Day, 

Andersonville’s social media accounts are hosting a 

photography contest. As of last count, there were 33 

submissions with 9000 people seeing and commenting on the post. The temporary exhibits in the 

museum are about the 160th anniversary of Camp Sumter. Finally, the museum staff are challenging 

themselves to read through the transcript of the Trial of Henry Wirz by April 2025.   

We continue to plant trees and work on the turf in the national cemetery. It is looking wonderful. Having 

a crew dedicated to this work has made a huge difference. We are grateful that our regional office made 

this a priority with the help of Great American Outdoors Act funding.   

Along with Jimmy Carter National Historical Park, we have a hired a shared Curator position to help 

with our backlog of cataloging and caring for our museum objects  The position was made possible 

through Inflation Reduction Act funding, We plan to hire a permanent position in maintenance in the 

coming month to replace Zach Pickle who left us to enlist in the Army.   

Some important dates for the remainder of the year: 

September 20: National POW/MIA Recognition Day 

December 14: Wreaths Across America  

We hope to see you there. As always, we are grateful for your continued support in meeting our mission.   
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Faces of Andersonville NHS 

Highlighting the Staff  
 

In August 2023, Emily Peacock joined the Andersonville Museum staff through the Pathways Program, 
which offers current college students and recent graduates a way to explore federal career opportunities. 
Growing up in Americus, Emily has connections to the park, including through her uncle, Hugh 
Peacock, a photographer and former Teacher Ranger Teacher.  

Emily is passionate about history and loves doing research. Although 
her area of interest is Medieval Europe, she chose to work at 
Andersonville National Historic Site because of the “vast history and 
the stories” that can be told here. Andersonville’s broad scope allows a 
history buff like Emily to delve into a wide variety of time periods and 
topics.  

As part of the Interpretation Team at Andersonville, Emily performs 
many daily tasks, from greeting visitors to contributing to the park’s 
social media and helping with special events. Of her many duties, 
Emily says that her absolute favorite is helping people fill in the gaps 
in their family histories through prisoner file requests. She loves 
digging into “old Civil War documents to see if a prisoner was at 

Andersonville or not.” Emily also likes giving tours. She says, “It’s fun to be able to tell the history of 
the camp and the many stories of the prisoners that were here.” 

Emily is a senior at Georgia Southwestern State University and will graduate this December with a 
bachelor’s degree in history. After graduation, she hopes to continue in the National Park Service as a 
ranger, teaching this and future generations about our nation’s history. 

Memorial Day Ceremony Held on May 26, 2024 

On Sunday, May 26, the park held its annual Memorial Day 
program. Superintendent Gia Wagner was unable to attend, so 
Chief of Interpretation Susie Sernaker stepped in as Mistress 
of Ceremony for the day. Jim Covington spoke on behalf of 
the Friends of Andersonville, and Melanie Grace represented 
the Friends of Andersonville during the wreath laying portion 
of the ceremony. Sumter County Sheriff Eric Bryant 
introduced guest speaker GA VFW State Commander Hospital 
Corpsman Chief Petty Officer (SW/AW) Patsey Schreiber US 
Navy (retired). Patsey spoke to her lifetime of helping those in 
need, both through her 25-year career in the Navy and as a 
volunteer for Habitat for Humanity, United Way and as a 
board member for the Salvation Army. The US Army 
Maneuver Center of Excellence Band provided music throughout the afternoon.  

This year's commemoration was especially significant as it fell during the 160th Anniversary of Camp 
Sumter Military Prison’s operation. By May 26, 1864, 1,447 soldiers and sailors had already lost their 
lives and were laid to rest in what would become Andersonville National Cemetery. Ultimately, 12,920 
Union soldiers died there as prisoners in service to their country. 

The park is grateful to everyone who spoke, presented wreaths, and attended the ceremony. If you were 
unable to attend, the entire ceremony is available to watch, with closed captioning, on the park’s YouTube 
page. 
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An Object Lesson: New Acquisitions  

By: Christine Hoffmark-Coffey 
 

The past several months have seen several additions to Andersonville National Historic Site’s collection. 

The Museum was honored to receive donations from six different donors all with a commonality: their 

ancestor was here at Andersonville. They include diaries, letters, personal effects and mementos. These 

objects hold a special significance to the families who generously donated the items to The National 

POW Museum.  

Some objects the museum received include two letters from Clara Barton’s office concerning the body 

of Ozias D. Page. Ozias Page was a private with Company F, 146th Regiment, New York Infantry. He 

was captured on May 5th, 1864, and is buried in Grave number 9319. The two letters are an important 

part of Andersonville in that they highlight the efforts made after the war had ended to identify the 

bodies of those who died at Andersonville. We also received two small mementos from relatives of 

Charles White and Charles M. White who were a father and son part of Company M. 5th Regiment 

Indiana cavalry. During their time at Andersonville, they carved a small hatchet made of bone and a 

small basket made from a peach pit. Both men were exchanged on April 1, 1865, and took these small 

mementos home with them and they have now come back full 

circle.  

One of the final Civil War related donations we recently 

received were some hunting materials that belonged to POW 

James Otto. James Otto was a Corporal in Company E 10th 

Regiment New York Cavalry. He was captured on 

November 19th, 1863, and is buried in grave number 656. 

James Otto’s hunting materials are a wonderful insight into 

what some of the cavalry soldiers might have had on their 

person before capture. It is uncertain how many of the 

objects we received were with James Otto when he came to 

Andersonville, but we can use his belongings as an 

interpretation of what might have been a part of a soldier’s 

kit. Otto’s canteen, forks, wallet, minie balls, wallet, cap 

pouch and powder flask could have easily been a part of any 

cavalry soldier’s kit. The donation also included some 

beautifully tooled leather shot flasks with hunting motifs 

comprising rabbits and game birds on two of the flasks and a 

hunting dog mid run on another.  

Donations like these are incredibly important. They allow us to breathe new life into an individual’s 

name and history that could have otherwise been just 

another number on a page. With these new donations, 

we now can share more stories about the men who 

were imprisoned at Andersonville and bring another 

piece of the past into the present not only for future 

researchers but also for the public as well. The new 

donations will be out on display as a temporary 

exhibit, part of our yearlong programing for the 160th 

anniversary of the Civil War. We sincerely hope you 

can join us and come see for yourself these unique 

items.  
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Wreaths Across America is scheduled for Saturday, December 14, 

2024, at Andersonville National Cemetery. To purchase a wreath, 

please scan the QR code or go to the website below. When you buy 

two wreaths at $17 each, an additional wreath will be contributed 

to the cause. For volunteers interested in placing wreaths at the 

Cemetery, a brief ceremony will commence at noon on that day, 

followed by the laying of wreaths on each grave. 

Wreaths Across America 

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/151038/Overview/?relatedId=14802 
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A Story Behind the Stone: James and Jacob Otto 
By: Teri Surber  

 

Brothers James S. Otto and Jacob Guilford Otto enlisted in the 10th and 6th New York Cavalry, 
respectively. Even though the Otto family was close, the Civil War strained their relationship. Jacob and 
his father, Samuel, argued over whether there would be a war at all and, if there was, how long it would 
last. To Jacob, war was inevitable, and he wanted to enlist. He accused his father of laughing at him and 
felt justified after South Carolina seceded, writing to Samuel, “I think things look like it now, don’t 
you.” 

By August 1861, both James and Jacob had enlisted. Although Jacob’s relationship with his father never 
seemed to improve, the five siblings in the Otto family kept close correspondence, exchanging several 
letters from 1861 to 1863. The boys told of promotions, pay, rations, and everything that comes with 
army life, and their sisters kept them up to date with events and people back home. While stationed in 
Maryland, James excitedly shared with his sisters about a dance he was able to attend. He played the 
violin, “had plenty to eat and drink, but most importantly, “there was 26 good-looking girls there!” 
Being in the Cavalry, James happily wrote home to tell his sisters about his horse, a bay, that has a 
“mouth or feed bag” that “fastens on his head to eat out of.” Jacob had a love interest at home and asked 
one sister to find out the truth after hearing she might be engaged, but cautioned his sister, “Say nothing, 
I repeat it, nothing to no one.” 

Army life was not always easy. By October 1862, James and Jacob had been involved in several battles. 
After Sharpsburg, Jacob wrote, “I have seen the Rebs lying on top of one another. They were so thick 
dead on the field.” He also talked of frustrations with Army command, calling General McClellan a 
“coward and a fool.” Both boys expressed 
irritation at not being able to receive mail 
and not hearing from each other.  

In November, Jacob found himself outside 
Fredericksburg waiting for General 
Burnside’s pontoon bridges. Union and 
Confederate pickets talked to one another 
and exchanged coffee, sugar, tobacco, and 
sometimes insults. Jacob wrote, “We ask 
them how they like Antietam, and they 
ask us how we like Bull Run.” Later that 
month, James’s regiment passed through the area, and the two brothers had a good, although brief, visit.  

On January 20, 1863, James and Jacob crossed paths for the last time. They shared a meal, and Jacob 
wrote to his sister, “James is sitting close by me today…He looks first-rate and seems to enjoy himself 
very well.” The boys expressed their wish to see their family and discussed plans for the future. James 
and the 10th Cavalry left the next day.  

After Gettysburg, Jacob, a dispatch carrier, approached a Pennsylvania 
farmhouse and asked for a fresh horse. Apparently, a southern 
sympathizer, the farmer told him he would help but instead brought 
out his gun and then shot and killed Jacob Otto. After the war, Jacob’s 
father, whom he argued with so frequently, went to get his body for 
reburial in the Rose, New York cemetery.  

James Otto was captured at Grove Church in November 1863. Initially 
held in Richmond, he was among the first prisoners sent to 
Andersonville, where he died of diarrhea on April 21, 1864, and is 
buried in grave 656. 
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Andersonville National Historic Site Addresses Deferred Maintenance 
Thanks to the Great American Outdoors Act 

by Susie Sernaker, Chief of Interpretation 

 

Andersonville National Historic Site would like to wish a happy fourth anniversary to the Great 

American Outdoors Act. The Great American Outdoors Act (GAOA) is a significant investment that is 

reducing the burden of backlogged maintenance and repair projects in national parks. GAOA has 

financed numerous significant projects across the National Park system and at several at Andersonville 

National Historic Site over the past four years. We would like to highlight two projects here. 

A project this past year that has really made a difference is turf 

rehabilitation in Andersonville National Cemetery. With this 

$207,000 deferred maintenance project, roughly 260,000 square 

feet of deteriorated turf was overseeded and top-dressed with a 

heat and drought resistant 

cultivar. The rehabilitation 

is improving the density and 

uniformity of the cemetery 

turf; this will lead to higher 

turf quality and less-

demanding maintenance 

practices in the future. The 

cultural landscape and other 

cultural resources will be protected, and the appropriate steps 

taken to bring the cemetery turf into good, from poor, condition. 

Plus, it just looks nicer. 

 

Another project that is in progress thanks to GAOA is a youth project clearing overgrown brush from the 

historic Camp Sumter prison site, especially around the Stockade Branch, the primary source of water 

for the prison during its existence from February 1864 to April 1865. With this $107,442.00 project 

young men from the local community are 

clearing vegetation growth from all the 

earthworks around the prison site as well as 

removing any invasive vegetation found 

around the prison site grounds. 

Other Great American Outdoors Act funded 

projects are in the works here at 

Andersonville NHS.  Follow us on our social 

media platforms and our website at 

www.nps.gov/ande for future news. 

Turf Before Rehabilitation 

Turf After Rehabilitation 



 

Friends of Andersonville 
PO Box 113 
Andersonville, GA  31711 
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Finished reading the Andersonville Dispatch? Don't toss it or delete it, pass 

it along to someone else who may be interested in Andersonville.   


