Friends of Andersonville

"Fostering public understanding of the role Andersonville National Historic Site plays in our Nation's History "

)

Board of Trustees

Fred Boyles
Chairman

Sybil Smith
Vice Chairman

Wallace Mays
Secretary

Melanie Grace
Treasurer

Donna B. Becton
Administrative Manager

Jim Covington
Americus, GA

Randy Jones,
Americus, GA

Alan Marsh
Lizella, GA

Hershel Smith
Americus, GA

Wayne Waddell
Marietta, GA

Ed DeMent, Trustee Emeritus
American Ex-POW

Also serving as Ex-Officio
to the Board
DGR Group
(Financial Advisors)
Lewis Webb
Steve Stanfield

Jimmy Skipper - Attorney

National Park Service
Gia Wagner, Superintendent
Andersonville National
Historic Site
Andersonville, GA

Fall, 2023

Chairman’s Message

It has always been challenging to entice visitors to come to Anderson-
ville. The park’s story is tough. It involves subjects that are both complex and
horrible. Many families seeking things to do in their leisure time can be put off
by what a visit to Andersonville entails. Often, when visitors to the park learn
that the site is the location of the National Prisoner of War Museum, they are
pleasantly surprised to learn that the mission goes far beyond the Camp Sumter

story.

These challenges are why marketing the park and the museum are so
important. During the summer, the park and the Friends took a major step to-
wards attracting more visitors. At the Friends of Andersonville annual board
meeting in September, the board voted to support this project. We’re moving
forward on several fronts. Gia is working with the Georgia Department of
Transportation to update and improve signs placed by the state 20+ years ago
that guide travelers to the park. The Friends consulted tourism professionals in
Sumter County and the state agency responsible for tourism for advice. They
have guided us towards vendors that specialize in this work. Although social
media and other new forms of promotion capture lots of attention, research re-
veals that 70% of visitors are still influenced by brochures. Many hotels have
brochure display racks in their common areas where travelers can pick up a
publication that offers basic information about that attraction.

The Friends and the park will develop a rack
card that will be placed in 120 locations along the In-
terstate 75 corridor. The rack card will also be distrib-
uted to the State Visitor Information Centers where
the interstate highways enter the state. These nine
centers draw visitors (13 million last year) mostly
from travelers who need a restroom break but take
time to peruse the racks of brochures. Another
statewide brochure will feature Andersonville and the
Museum and will be distributed in over 700 locations
in the metro Atlanta area. Both of the brochures will
feature a QR code that will allow visitors to use their
phone to get a direct link to the National Park Service
website where information about the museum, history, driving directions and
much more will further encourage visitors to come to the site.

Ted Turner had a saying he repeated on many occasions. It was, “Early
to bed and early to rise. Work like hell and advertise.” Since the National Park
Service is not allowed to advertise using federal funds, that’s where the Friends
of Andersonville can help. As we follow Ted’s advice, our goal is to attract
more visitors to come and learn the important story of prisoners of war and
their role in winning the freedoms we all enjoy as Americans.

Fred Boyles




Superintendent’s Corner
By Gia Wagner

Greetings from Andersonville. We had an exciting week last week
when we had about 30 people in attendance for the dedication of the
new memorial plaque dedicated to the Irish soldiers of the Civil War.
Caoimhe Ni Chonchuir, Consul General of Ireland, Eamonn
McConville, Deputy Director of the Northern Ireland Bureau and
Darragh O'Brien TD, Minister for Housing, Heritage, and Local Gov-
ernment for the Government of Ireland all spoke, with Darragh O'Bri-
en being one of the primary speakers. Dr. Damien Shiels’ research,
partially funded by a grant from the Friends of Andersonville,
sparked an interest in erecting this monument. Dr. Shiels uses our
burial data to trace the lineage of our fallen Union soldiers back to
Ireland and develops history of that soldier. Following the dedica-
tion, he provided a walking tour and told many stories of those in-
terred in our cemetery. He has identified over 900 Irish soldiers so
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far and he expects to find more. Dr. Nicholas Allen and other staff at
the University of Georgia led the effort for the memorial. We are tru-
ly honored to have witnessed this moving tribute.

Work continues on the national cemetery trees and sod. The Minnesota monument was recently cleaned and
is looking great. With the additional funding for the cemetery and funding from the Inflation Reduction Act,
our staff is over 20 now and it’s wonderful to see so much work getting done. We are hiring a term curator
this month to help with backlog cataloging in the museum and a Visual Information Specialist, part-time, is
starting soon. We look forward to increasing our social media presence, waysides, and printed materials
through her work.

Looking ahead, the Living History weekend is happening on November 4/5
this year and Wreaths Across America will be held on December 16. We are
looking forward to seeing you at these events. As always, thank you for
your continued support.
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An Object Lesson: POW Descendants Visit Museum’s Curatorial Building
To See Donation

By: Christine Hoffmark-Coffey

Recently, Andersonville National Historic Site’s Collections had the pleasure of hosting Amy Fogel
and her mother, Colleen Fogel who requested to see the donation made by Robert Calahan, a US Army
WWII POW. Mr. Calahan was Colleen’s father and Amy’s grandfather.

The Fogel's drove south from North Carolina to surprise Colleen on her birthday week to see her fa-
ther’s donation to the museum. Mr. Calahan donated his jacket, his letters, a pouch he made while a prisoner,
a matchbook, a small bible, and his memoir about his time as both a soldier and a POW during WWII, which
he wrote with the help of an interviewer named D.R. Stevenson.

Mr. Calahan was a Sergeant First Class when he was cap-
tured in Percy, France. He was captured on August 1, 1944, and
liberated by Russian forces on January 31st, 1945, after being im-
prisoned at Stalag III C, near the border of Germany and Poland.
During his capture, Mr. Calahan’s Eisenhower Jacket was replaced
with “an old English Jacket to replace our Army jacket that was
taken from us when we were captured. The POW Jacket has a
black triangle on the back that denotes you are a POW.” The jacket
is now a part of the collection at Andersonville with the black trian-
gle still on the back in between the shoulders of the jacket.

Amy and her mother were most interested in the letters Mr.
Calahan donated. Colleen remembers her father as a very private
man who didn’t share much about his experiences as a POW, so
these letters were very interesting to them, as it gave a fuller picture
as to their father and grandfather’s time as a POW. It’s always a
wonderful thing to have the family members of donors come and
visit their loved ones’ donations and we always welcome their vis-
its.

Wreaths Across America

T ;
ol * . l 7 - As fall rolls into winter, it’s time to prepare for Wreaths Across

= America. The annual event held across the nation places holiday wreaths on
veterans’ graves for the holiday season. The event will take place on Satur-
day, December 16" at Andersonville National Cemetery. Volunteers will
gather for a short ceremony at the National Cemetery before placing wreaths
on graves. The event has many supporters and sponsors, although the prima-
ry organization working to make this event possible is the Bennett Taylor
Foundation. It’s not too late to purchase a wreath for this year’s event. To
purchase a wreath online visit:

https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/pages/151038/
Overview/?relatedld=0

Or, scan the QR Code below to link to the site.

Or a wreath can be purchased for $17.00 each and the check made out to Taylor
Foundation, in memo section put WAA. Send to: Bennett International Group, 1001
Industrial Parkway, McDonough, GA 30253  Attention: Kim Jenkins.
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Story Behind the Stone: Samuel Gerhart
By: Teri Surber, Park Ranger

Andersonville National Historic Site maintains a database of prisoners of war from all American
wars. Many of the entries contain additional information kept in physical files in the research library. These
files, often donated by prisoner families or their descendants, contain a variety of information such as copies
of military records, photos, letters, pensions, newspaper articles, and census records.

Recently, Jeanne Carper, the 2nd great granddaughter of Andersonville prisoner Samuel Gerhart sent
copies of documents in an email. She wrote, “For years we thought he (Samuel) died in Libby Prison, but
then I found a scrap of paper with the grave number and his name in an old shoebox on the attic stairs while
cleaning up an aunt’s estate and that led to finding out more.”

Jeanne’s research led her to discover a photo of Samuel Gerhart, a copy of his muster roll, and a
newspaper article with his name on the regiment’s list. This is Samuel’s story:

Corporal Samuel Gerhart was born in 1841 in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, to German immigrant
parents. On Christmas Day 1861, he married Rachael Phillippi and, the following year, they had a daughter
named Alice. A few weeks after Alice was born, Samuel enlisted into Co C, 142 Pennsylvania Volunteer In-
fantry. According to his enlistment papers, he was 5’9 with brown eyes and brown hair and his occupation
was listed as a farmer.

Samuel fought with the 142nd Pennsylvania at Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville before being
listed as missing during the Battle of the Wilderness. Later, his entry in the Pennsylvania muster rolls was
updated to “Captured at Wilderness, Va., May 5, 1864; died at Andersonville, Ga., September 17, 1864;
grave, 9,005.” He was twenty-three years old.

Jeanne wrote, “He was so young, looks so earnest, and then left to go to war, leaving an 18-year-old
wife with a baby he probably never saw again. Samuel fought for what he believed and died too young, but
his lineage lives on because of Alice, who married in 1882 and had seven children.”

Samuel Gerhart’s database entry has been updated with the information Jeanne sent us, and he now
has a physical file in our research library. There are thousands of stories like Samuel Gerhart’s and Jeanne’s,
and helping people make family connections is just part of what makes Andersonville National Historic Site
special.
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Faces of Andersonville NHS
Highlighting the Staff

By: Teri Surber

Volunteer Sherri Barnhard joined the park’s Interpretation team in
November 2022. She is often seen greeting visitors at the front desk or
working behind the camera lens, documenting special events.

Sherri is a retired Firefighter and EMT and has also worked as an
American Sign Language Interpreter. Born and raised in Los Angeles
County, California, Sherri spent much of her leisure time hiking and vol-
unteering at Devil's Punch Bowl in the Angeles National Forest. Her love
of history and desire to share it with others is evident in her work at the
park.

Her interest in Andersonville stems from a personal connection to
the park through her grandfather, a POW during the Korean War, Tiger
Survivor, and a member of the VFW. Recently, she loaned the National
Prisoner of War Museum several items used in a temporary exhibit docu-
menting her grandfather's POW experience, repatriation, and continued
service in the US Army.

About her volunteer service, Sherri says, "My goal as a volunteer
is to continue the legacy of my grandfather and so many other prisoners of
war so that future generations never forget how we got our freedoms. |
want them to know the hope, strength, and resilience of our soldiers and POWs, what they stand for, and what
they've given us."

|Andersonville National Cemetery Hosts Saluting Branches
By Susie Sernaker

Andersonville National Cemetery hosted arborists from across the state for a ser-
vice project, Saluting Branches whose mission is to “honor American service
men and women by organizing volunteer tree and landscape care for the property
dedicated to our veterans.” This year, over 40 professional and student arborists
came to Andersonville National Cemetery on September 20th and spent the day
pruning and checking on the health of the existing trees. The volunteers contrib-
uted over $30,000 of donated services to the park. "Volunteers are essential to
our work at Andersonville, stated Susie Sernaker, Volunteer Coordinator, How-
ever, the Saluting Branches event was especially valuable to the park in that they
brought high value skills to the Cemetery that would be difficult for the park to
acquire. We are very grateful to these folks for making this event possible."

Brandon Gross, South
Georgia Technical Col-
lege Horticulture Intern,
learns the ropes at the
saluting branches event.
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Finished reading the Andersonville Dispatch? Don't toss it or delete it, pass it along
to someone else who may be interested in Andersonville.
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