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Chairman’s Message 

      
     During my years working at Andersonville, I knew only a few things about 
Army Corporal Luther Story. His brief life was remembered in the memorial 
section of the National Cemetery where a stone had been placed by his family. 
The lettering outlined in gold denoted that he was a Medal of Honor recipient. 
The memorial stone designated that his body had never been recovered or iden-
tified. I had visited the monument dedicated to those Sumter Countians who 
died in the America’s wars during the 20th Century which included a special 
tribute to Corporal Story.  
     It wasn’t until 2015 when I was serving with U.S. Naval Forces Korea that I 
took a greater interest in Luther Story. I was attending a meeting at the 8th Ar-
my Headquarters in Seoul when I saw a display of those ninety-three U.S. sol-
diers who had received the Medal of Honor during the Korean War. There was 
Luther’s photo and the citation from his Medal of Honor. Prior to that time, I 
had wrongly assumed that he had fought and died in the Chosin Reservoir bat-
tle deep into North Korea. The battle where he gave his life was early in the 
war at the Busan Perimeter. This sparked my interest because my job required 
me to travel to Busan regularly. While in Korea, I made it a point to visit places 
associated with the Korean War, such as Incheon, the DMZ and Daegu. I never 
seemed to have time during my trips to Busan to seek out those places where 
Luther’s 9th Infantry Regiment was located. In August 2016, just a short time 
before going home, I knew that I needed to take time to seek out a special place 
in Busan; the UN Cemetery.  
     The United Nations Cemetery in Busan is a peaceful place. There are 2,300 
burials there from twenty-one different countries. Surprisingly there are only 
four unknown burials there. U.S. burials are thirty-six. I thought that perhaps 
Luther was there as an unknown, but the likelihood of that was small. What I 
didn’t know was that I had visited Corporal Story’s cemetery on an earlier trip. 
On a trip to Hawaii in 1998, I visited the National Memorial Cemetery of the 
Pacific in Honolulu. This cemetery is commonly referred to as the Punchbowl 
since it sits in an extinct volcano crater. Luther Story was buried there along 
with 651 other unidentified Korean War casualties. His burial at this serene na-
tional cemetery did not offer closure to his family. There he sat for nearly sev-
enty years until the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) disin-
terred all 652 unknown burials from the Korean War for identification.  
     Thanks to the work of the DPAA, Luther was identified and brought to An-
dersonville National Cemetery for burial. That story is told here in the newslet-
ter. Luther’s discovery, his seventy-year odyssey and burial, attracted attention 
from all over the world. Long into the future, visitors to Andersonville will 
learn about what Corporal Luther Story did for his country and how his life is 
an inspiration to all Americans.  
 

         Fred Boyles 



Superintendent’s Corner 
By Gia Wagner 
 
 
 
Hello Friends.  Thanks to your support, we had a wonderful Memorial 

Day weekend full of events and the funeral for Luther Story.  We are 

honored the family chose to have Cpl. Story interred at Andersonville.  

We had record numbers of volunteers placing flags on Saturday and are 

grateful to the Dixie Crows for providing lunch.   

We are fortunate to have National Park Service support for improving 

the condition of the national cemetery.  Using project funds, we have 

installed lightening protection in most of the historic trees as well as 

mulching and air-spading of the roots to reduce soil compaction and en-

sure the health of the trees for decades to come.  We anticipate planting 

up to 100 additional trees over the next 5-10 years as prescribed by our 

new planting plan. Our project lead for this work is Adam Foldesi who 

has hired two additional arborists and a laborer to complete the team.  

We anticipate this team will be funded for at least 4 years and will focus 

not only on trees but also sod, irrigation, planting beds on the north and 

south, and installing benches. 

We have received the Environmental Assessment for the re-grading of Section Q, which is currently too steep 

for equipment access, and will have that document out for public review soon.  We anticipate getting funding 

for the re-grading in 2024.  Section Q is the final large section of the cemetery located in the southeast corner.   

Work to design the picnic area shelter is beginning this week thanks to the generous financial assistance of 

the Friends of Andersonville.  We anticipate the final design by December 1, 2023.  The severe erosion at the 

museum parking lot drainage outfall is also in final design and we hope to receive funding in 2024 to remedi-

ate the issue by adding a second outfall and repairing the current damage.  The area north of the parking lot 

remains closed for safety concerns.  We are monitoring the erosion to ensure the parking lot itself is not com-

promised.   

Our wonderful Interpretive staff developed and held a 3-day Junior Ranger event in June.  We are working to 

develop content and programs on Revolutionary War POWs and have hired an archivist who will be leading 

this research.   

Improvements to the museum are scheduled for this fall and winter to include the repair of the lobby veneer 

that was damaged by a leaky window, new windows in the library, new HVAC system, and remodeling of the 

public restrooms.  We regret that the museum will be closed during the HVAC installation for up to 3 months 

and the lack of HVAC during that time requires that we remove all artifacts to storage.  We are planning for a 

visitor contact station outside the museum.  I hope to know more about the timing and temporary contact sta-

tion in the coming months.   

We recently had a visit from Rebecca Rush, a Board member of the Woman's Relief Corps.  She chatted with 

rangers about the role of the WRC in the establishment of Andersonville Prison Park, saw the temporary ex-

hibit, the Women Who Saved Andersonville, and placed flowers at the Lizbeth Turner monument and at 

Providence Spring. The rangers hope to work with Ms. Rush on some to be determined special events. 
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Story Behind the Stone: Edward Boots 
By: Teri Surber, Park Ranger 

 
     During the Civil War, fathers, brothers, and friends from local commu-
nities often joined the service together. Alfred and Hiram Hammer were 
no different, enlisting on September 24, 1861, into Company B of the 9th 
U.S. Kentucky Infantry. Alfred and Hiram fought in many battles through-
out 1862, including Shiloh, Corinth, and Perryville. At Chickamauga on 
September 19th, 1863, Alfred was wounded and the two brothers were 
captured together.  
     Hiram and Alfred were sent first to Libby Prison in Richmond, Virgin-
ia. Then, in December 1863, both were transferred to Danville, Virginia. 
Conditions in the warehouse prisons of Danville were extremely poor, and 
after only three months, Hiram died. There is no grave for Alfred at Dan-
ville National Cemetery, which could mean that he is interred in one of the 
143 unknowns buried there.  
     Whether Alfred was transported to Andersonville before or after Hiram 
died is unknown, but he arrived at the prison without his brother. After 
spending several months in Confederate prisons, Alfred did not survive 
long at Andersonville. He died from chronic diarrhea on June 15, 1864, 
and is buried in Section K, Grave #1990. 
 
 
 

 
An Object Lesson:  John D. Vecchiola’s Backpack  

By: Andrew Bellacomo, American Conservation Experience Intern 

 
     After the Civil War, the fate of Andersonville prison site was not clear. In 
1896, the property was given to an organization called the Woman’s Relief 
Corps (WRC), an auxiliary group of the Union veterans organization, the 
Grand Army of the Republic (GAR). The WRC was tasked with preserving 
and beautifying the site. The women quickly set about transforming the ne-
glected property, formerly the site of tremendous suffering, into a place of 
commemoration and reflection.  

     This badge is currently on display in our temporary exhibit featuring 
these dedicated women. Worn by members of the WRC, it features the Mal-
tese Cross attached to a bar with a red, white and blue ribbon. At the center 
of the cross the badge features five figures who are flanked by two Ameri-
can flags and wreathed with stars. The figures represent: the Goddess of Lib-
erty, a soldier, a boy, a woman, and a child.  

     The soldier symbolizes fraternity. As an auxiliary group of the GAR, the 
WRC sought to acknowledge the tradition of brotherhood. The boy symbol-
izes loyalty to the United States of America, and hope for the future of the 
country. The woman represents motherhood, giving, mercy and charity. The 
child is emblematic of the WRC’s dedication to inspiring patriotism in fu-
ture generations. The cross also features the year the WRC was founded, 
1883 and the letters “FCL” which stand for “Fraternity, Charity, and Loyal-
ty,” the motto of the WRC.  

     Come take a look at this item and others related to the WRC at the temporary “Women Who Saved An-
dersonville” exhibit currently on display in the National Prisoner of War Museum.  

Alfred Hammer, Company B, 9th Ken-
tucky Infantry, likely taken early in his 
service with the U.S. Army.  
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Luther Story’s Long Journey 

 

It took over seventy years for Luther Story to make his journey to the other side of the world and to return 

home. For most of those years, he was lost to his family and his hometown. Thanks to the untiring efforts of 

a small agency in the Defense Department he came home on Memorial Day 2023. Two world leaders who 

wanted to ensure that we did not forget him noted his valor and sacrifice.  

Andersonville National Cemetery was the site for the funeral of Corporal Luther H. Story. The eighteen-year-

old lived most of his life in Southwest Georgia before enlisting in the U.S. Army when he was a sixteen-year-

old student at Americus High School. The Army sent him to the Pacific after basic training, stationing him in 

Guam. He likely enjoyed living on that remote island territory with it’s idyllic beaches. His life took an ab-

rupt turn when the North Korean Army flooded across the 38th Parallel in June 1950 and Luther’s unit was 

sent to the fighting. South Korean and it’s U.S. military partners were overwhelmed by the superior forces 

that moved south and east towards Korea’s second largest city, Busan. By the time Luther made it to Korea, a 

thin line called the Busan perimeter held back the communists 

from the strategic city. American General Walton Walker un-

derstood how precarious the situation was when he ordered his 

forces to hold the line at all costs.  

Private First Class Story was sent to a key location along the 

Busan perimeter near the Nakdong River. On September 1, 

1950, waves of North Koreans attacked the fragile line. Luther 

used grenades and machine guns to push back the attacks. 

When his unit’s Commander ordered his company to drop 

back, Luther stayed on using every weapon available to hold 

back the attacks. The words in his official Medal of Honor Ci-

tation described what happened next, “Story noticed the ap-

proach of an enemy truck loaded with troops and towing an 

ammunition trailer. Alerting his comrades to take cover, he 

fearlessly stood in the middle of the road, throwing grenades 

into the truck. Out of grenades, he crawled to his squad, gath-

ered up additional grenades, and again attacked the vehicle. 

During the withdrawal, the company was attacked by such 

superior numbers that it was forced to deploy in a rice field. 

Pfc. Story was wounded in this action, but, disregarding his 

wounds, rallied the men about him and repelled the attack. 

Realizing that his wounds would hamper his comrades, he refused to retire to the next position but remained 

to cover the company’s withdrawal. When last seen he was firing every weapon available and fighting off 

another hostile assault.”  

Thanks to Luther and many other American and South Korean troops, the line held. They gave General 

Douglas MacArthur enough time to organize an attack 200 miles away at the coastal city of Incheon just west 

of Seoul. The massive amphibious landing caused the North Korean advance to collapse and turned the tide 

of the war. In the confusion of the battle, Luther’s body was not identified and believed to be lost. The Army 

informed his family that they presumed him dead. In 1951, General Omar Bradley presented Mark Story 

(Luther’s father) the Medal of Honor posthumously for his heroism. The Army also promoted him to Cor-

poral.   

Luther Story (1932-1950) was a Private First Class 
when he died but was later promoted by the Army 
to Corporal.  
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Luther Story’s Long Journey (cont’d) 
 
 

The Story family was unaware Luther's body was interred at the National 

Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Hawaii. After 70+ years there, the De-
fense POW/MIA Accounting Agency (DPAA) removed Luther’s remains 

along with hundreds others for identification. The DPAA is an agency in the 

Defense Department that uses scientific methods to return lost service mem-
bers to their families for burial. The DPAA called Judy Wade on April 14, 

2023, to tell her that her uncle’s remains were identified. Judy’s mother was 

Gwendolyn Story Chambliss, the older sister of Luther.  

Luther’s service to the nation continued. Judy and her husband Jody trav-
eled to Washington, DC, to attend events associated with the state visit of 
South Korea’s President Yoon Suk Yeol. The two Presidents issued a joint 
statement praising the heroic sacrifices made by Luther Story.  
 
On Memorial Day (Monday, May 29, 2023) Corporal Luther Story was bur-
ied at Andersonville National Cemetery. Approximately 1,000 attended the 
funeral. Judy spoke about her uncle telling the crowd, “…share his story so 
others can feel the same thing that I do, proud that he is home. And I can 
feel your love, all of you, for him.” The Army’s senior representative at the 
funeral was Major General Thomas Carden, Adjutant General of the Georgia 

National Guard. General Carden stated, “Corporal Story left us a legacy that we must honor and uphold if we 
hope to remain the most free and prosperous nation on earth. Today is a physical demonstration that America 
never forgets it heroes.” The Army Honor Guard presented Ms. Wade with the folded American flag, the Pur-
ple Heart, and the Medal of Honor. Captain Changgyu Lee of the South Korean Navy and Naval Attaché 
from the South Korean Embassy represented his nation at the funeral. An Army Honor Guard escorted the 
body and presented the twenty-one-gun salute following the playing of taps. 
 
Luther Story’s brief life was impactful. Even seven decades after his death, he’s touched the lives of patriots 
and world leaders. As he was laid to rest at Andersonville National Cemetery, he can inspire this and future 
generations to serve others through sacrifice.  

 
 

 
 

 

Cpl. Story’s niece, Judy Wade, was 
presented with the folded American 
flag at the funeral by Sgt. Major 
Rodney Bettis of the Georgia Army 
National Guard.  

Governor and Mrs. Brian Kemp posed with South Korean 
Navy Captain Changgyu Lee and his family at the funeral 
service of Cpl. Luther Story on Memorial Day.  

A U.S. Army Honor Guard carries the flag draped casket of 
Cpl. Luther Story for his funeral seventy-three years after his 
death.  



Memorial Day 2023 
 
The National Park Service hosted the annual 
Memorial Day observance on Sunday, May 
28th at Andersonville National Cemetery. The 
Historic Site was decorated with flags including 
all 50 state flags at the National Prisoner of War 
Museum, the Avenue of Flags along the roads 
in the Cemetery and the small flags placed at 
each of the 20,400+ graves. Rolling Thunder 
Chapter III placed the Avenue of Flags in the 
Cemetery a week before the holiday. On Satur-
day morning, over 200 volunteers, including 
various youth groups, came to the cemetery for 
placing flags at each headstone. This tradition 
of connecting young people with this patriotic 
act of service is an important educational out-
reach of the park.   
 
Congressman Sanford D. Bishop (3rd Dist. Ga.) 
introduced the principal speaker, Colonel Rob 
Choppa, U.S. Army, Retired. Colonel Choppa 
held many leadership assignments in the Army 

in multiple locations around the world. At his address, Colonel Choppa talked about the meaning of Memori-
al Day. He spoke about those soldiers whom he commanded in Iraq and Afghanistan who lost their lives in 
combat and how their sacrifice for our nation should never be forgotten. Superintendent Gia Wagner served 
as Mistress of Ceremonies and in her welcome invited those in attendance to come back to the National Cem-
etery the following day for the funeral of Corporal Luther Story. The U.S. Army’s Maneuver Center of Excel-
lence Band provided inspirational music for the day. The Color Guard Team of American Legion Post 30 the 
colors for the program. Pastor Don Cauley of the Grace Church in Perry, offered both the invocation and ben-
ediction. Friends Chair, Fred Boyles, recognized all veterans and service members in attendance. Prior to the 
playing of Taps by the band, wreaths were presented by various service organizations.   
 

Faces of Andersonville NHS 
Highlighting the Staff    

By: Gia Wagner, Superintendent     

We recently added horticulturist, Adam Foldesi to the Andersonville Na-
tional Historic Site team.  As part of a larger effort to ensure the highest 
level of care for our national cemeteries, the National Park Service fund-
ed this position to ensure the highest possible level of tree care in the na-
tional cemetery and allow for improvements to the historic cultural land-
scape throughout the park.  Adam will also oversee all other preservation 
work in the national cemetery. 

 

Adam is a certified arborist who has worked for the city of Denver, Colo-
rado as well as Zion and Yosemite National Parks. As an arborist, he is 
helping the national historic site prevent pest and diseases from impact-
ing our historic trees, managing hazardous trees, planting, and pruning 
for tree health. Adam is from Kalamazoo, Michigan, the home of checkered cabs and Gibson guitars, and in-
terested in Classic R&B music or soul. One of his favorite artists to listen to is Stevie Wonder. When not 
climbing trees, he likes to stay active by running, playing music, and watching hockey games. 

Page  6 | Summer   2023                                                                                                                                www.friendsofandersonville.org                        

Memorial Day presenters from left to right; Reverend Don Caulley, 

Grace Church of Perry, Congressman Sanford D. Bishop, Superinten-

dent Gia Wagner and Colonel Rob Choppa, U.S. Army Retired. 



The National Prisoner of War Museum Celebrates 25 Years 

 

Park supporters gathered on April 22nd to celebrate the opening of the National Prisoner of War Museum on 
April 9, 1998. ACE Intern, Meredith Funderburk spoke about Operation Homecoming, when nearly 600 

POWs held by the North Vietnamese were repatriated to the U.S. in 1973. At an afternoon ceremony, speakers 

highlighted the museum's role in sharing its story with over one million visitors since its opening 25 years 
ago. Former Vietnam POW, Bill Arcuri, talked about his imprisonment and why the museum is so important 

to former POWs. Congressman Sanford Bishop also spoke about the museum as an important part of Ameri-

can history that should be shared with this and future generations. He also presented a Congressional award to 
Superintendent Gia Wagner and Deputy Regional Director Lance Hatten of the National Park Service. In a 

moving story, Sally Morgan told the crowd about her experience as a civilian internee during World War II in 

the Philippines. Fred Boyles addressed the role of Friends of Andersonville and American Ex-Prisoners of 
War in developing support and financing for the museum. He highlighted the work of Carl Runge, a former 

POW and President of the Friends.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lance Hatten, and Gia Wagner receive an award from 

Sanford Bishop on behalf of the National Park Service 

on the occasion of 25 years of operation of the Nation-

al Prisoner of War Museum. 

From left to right, Deputy Regional Director Lance Hatten, 

Sally Morgan, Fred Boyles, Bill Arcuri and Superintendent 

Gia Wagner.  

Friends of Andersonville Trustees from 

left to right, Fred Boyles, Sybil Smith, 

Jim Covington and Herschel Smith in 

the lobby of the National Prisoner of 

War Museum.  

Former Vietnam POW Bill 
Robinson poses with two 
park visitors at the 25th Anni-
versary celebration of the 
National Prisoner of War 
Museum on April 22nd.  
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Finished reading the Andersonville Dispatch? Don't toss it or delete it, pass it along 

to someone else who may be interested in Andersonville.   

Friends of Andersonville 
PO Box 113 
Andersonville, GA  31711 


