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Chairman’s Message 

 

Kids belong in parks because parks are great places to have fun and to be ex-
posed to the American experience. One place where kids can participate in an 
annual tradition that combines service with an educational experience like few 
others.  It’s the annual flag placement for Memorial Day at Andersonville. On 
the Saturday before the May holiday, scouts and youth groups gather to place a 
small American flag in the hard red clay one foot in front of each headstone. 
Some kids will respectfully salute the flag while others will recite the name on 
the gravestone. This time-honored tradition is repeated at other National and 
State veterans’ cemeteries across the nation. Memorial Day is the official start 
of summer for many Americans. However, this annual tradition provides the 
youth of our nation who participate with a deeper appreciation of the true 
meaning of the holiday.   
 
One particular year was especially meaningful for me.  As a Scoutmaster and a 
park employee I revisited the deeper meaning of Memorial Day through a for-

mer POW and park volunteer, Carl Hedin.  
After two hours of placing flags on that 
hot day with 200 volunteers, someone 
suggested that Carl could speak to the 
group before we provided a hot dog dinner 
to the kids.  That seemed like a bad idea to 
me. I was proved wrong in that assump-
tion.  Carl kept the attention of the young 
volunteers as he told his personal WWII 
story of how his plane had been shot down 
and his subsequent capture by the Ger-
mans and imprisonment in Stalag Luft I. 
To their amazement, he told the group that 
the clothing he was wearing was the same 
uniform that he wore as a POW in prison 
camp.  Carl provided those youth with a 
powerful connection to the past through 
his experiences.  His uniform and other 
personal objects were donated to the Na-
tional Prisoner of War Museum and were 
on display this past Memorial Day. The 
Friends of Andersonville provided support 
for that event (we bought the hot dogs) and 
have continued to support events like Me-
morial Day, Veterans Day and Wreaths 

Across America. 

Carl Hedin’s shirt was on display at the 
National Prisoner of War Museum during 
Memorial Day.  His hand sewn insignia are 
clearly visible on the collars.   



Superintendent’s Corner 
By Gia Wagner 

 

Greetings from Andersonville National Historic Site.   
 

The staff and I are working hard on several exciting projects.  

There has been a recognition across the National Park Service 

that the 14 national cemeteries in our care need rehabilitation 

and restoration work in almost every area: turf, tree and 

shrub plantings, wall repairs, and monument and headstone 

restoration.  A group of experts from across the country visit-

ed Andersonville National Cemetery the week after Memori-

al Day to inspect and offer treatment plans for projects to oc-

cur in 2023 should the proposed federal budget be passed.   

 

The other cemetery project that is moving forward is the re-

contouring of Section Q.  The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

conducted geotechnical surveys of this section in June. We 

are hoping to secure funding for the compliance and soil con-

touring in 2023 or 2024 so we can open this large section for 

burials.  The headquarters building (Cemetery Lodge) will 

get new exterior paint, and the maintenance sheds will be re-

roofed.  

 

Museum projects this year are the replacement of the museum doors, restrooms, and HVAC sys-

tem.  We are also working on the design for repairs to the museum water feature which has not 

been operational for the past year.  We had a request to return the bone ship exhibit to the US Navy 

Museum in Annapolis which had been on loan since the National POW Museum opened; we are 

working on finding a replacement for this important piece.   

 

I want to highlight the involvement of youth in the operation of Andersonville NHS; it is a mutual-

ly beneficial relationship since they gain skills and experience through their work, and they are an 

important resource for the national historic site in accomplishing our mission. Through a variety of 

funding sources including the Friends of Andersonville, we are fortunate to have numerous interns 

this year. Two interns are developing interpretive products on the topics of women’s contributions 

to preserving the prison site and cemetery and for the 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War.  We 

have a structural fire intern who is evaluating our current fire systems and will produce recom-

mendations.  We have a Scientists in Parks intern who is working on Dark Sky certification and as-

sisting with maintenance administration. As always, we rely on the American Conservation Expe-

rience youth crews to assist in the routine maintenance of headstones, setting headstones, and veg-

etation management.  The youth group’s work allows staff to focus on more difficult projects to 

preserve the resources of the national historic site. 
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A Story Behind the Stone: Alfred Voorhees  

By: Davis Duffey, Park Guide 

 

Using diaries, oral histories, and other historical evidence we high-

light the life of a soldier interred at Andersonville.  

 
Alfred Voorhees was born in New Jersey and worked as a baker pri-

or to his enlistment with Company H of the 1st New York Cavalry on 

August 5, 1861, at the age of 22. After three years of service, he re-

enlisted on January 1, 1864.On May 13, 1864, Voorhees was captured 

before the Battle of New Market in the Shenandoah Valley. After 

crossing the mountains and making their way to New Market, his 

unit of 280 men came upon 4,000 to 5,000 Confederates who they 

were unable to evade. Alfred Voorhees began a diary on the day of 

his capture.  

 
Initially, Voorhees was transferred between prison camps in Virginia. 

On May 15th, he was held in a church in Richmond where he was 

stripped of his belongings. He was moved to Lynchburg and then 

Danville where he was quartered in a large building and given good 

rations of cornbread and bacon. He arrived at Andersonville on May 

25, 1864. For the remainder of his diary, he detailed the everyday 

difficulties such as overcrowding, inconsistency of rations, and expo-

sure to the elements due to lack of shelter.  

 
Voorhees’s problems with insufficient food began almost immediately 

when he was unable to draw rations the day after he arrived in camp. 

His diary entries on the lack of good rations often coincided with his 

feeling sick. In an entry dated June 11th, he wrote of receiving a good 

dinner, but two days later he receives only rice and meat. He also 

wrote of prisoners receiving rations of unbolted corn. At the end of his 

diary, Voorhees talked about the many prisoners who arrived at the 

prison daily who lacked proper shelter. Many men died of exposure 

from the Georgia sun, heat, and rain. Voorhees had his own shelter but 

said he and his fellow prisoners were powerless to help those without 

shelter. Voorhees first talked of experiencing diarrhea, the number one 

cause of death at Andersonville, on July 25th. On July 28th he inscribed 

that “he is sick again with diarrhea that is serious.” His final diary en-

try was August 3rd and on August 13, 1864, Alfred Voorhees suc-

cumbed to chronic diarrhea. He is buried in grave 5503. 

 

Alfred Voorhees posed for a photo as 
many soldiers did, likely on his first 
payday, next to a chair looking 
dapper in his uniform.   



Page 4  | Summer 2022                                                                                                                                       www.friendsofandersonville.org                       

An Object Lesson:  

“I now sit down with a heart of sadness…”  
The David Long letters. 

 

By: Andrew R. Miller, Park Ranger 

 

The latest donation to the National Pris-

oner of War Museum collections is a set 

of 26 letters written during the Civil War 

by Private David T. B. Long to his fami-

ly, primarily to his parents Jacob and 

Barbara Long, of Armstrong County, 

Pennsylvania.   

 

David Long enlisted on October 15, 1861 

and was mustered into service as a pri-

vate in Company I, 101st Pennsylvania 

Volunteer Infantry Regiment. The regi-

ment participated in early battles of the 

Peninsula campaign in 1862 before being 

transferred to the North Carolina coast. 

 

David Long’s letters are filled with observations of life, people, his environment, and his opinions. 

David’s service was frequently interrupted by prolonged sickness. Writing from the Pennsylvania 

State Lunatic Hospital, David wanted to let his family know he was sick, but he remained hopeful. 

“I have been under the care of the doctor for some time now but have been out for some time, but I 

think that I will be able to go to camp in a few days.” David hoped he would be spared to come 

home and be with his family once again. “Mother and Father, brothers and sisters, if God spares 

my life health and strength to get home once more then I will live and die with you.” 

 

David Long reenlisted in Plymouth, North Carolina, as a veteran volunteer, in January 1864, for 

three more years of service. While he was stationed in North Carolina, David wrote extensively 

about his experiences. David’s final letter in the collection is dated in March 1864.  

 

One month later, Private Long’s regiment was part of the Federal garrison stationed at Plymouth 

that was captured in April 1864. Since David was an enlisted man, he was sent to Camp Sumter. 

The large group of prisoners arrived at the very end of April and beginning of May 1864 to Camp 

Sumter prison camp. Dubbed the “Plymouth Pilgrims,” due to their new uniforms, these men fell 

victim to the infamous “raiders” who deprived these men of their basic essentials for survival. 

Many of Plymouth Pilgrims died from a variety of maladies at Andersonville including David 

Long who succumbed to disease on July 30, 1864. His remains were brought to the cemetery where 

he lays today. 
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THE JOURNEY 

 

In February 2022, Stephen and Jean Winget-Dumas came to 

Andersonville National Historic Site to complete a very per-

sonal journey. Having visited Andersonville previously in 

search of her ancestor.  Jean’s family had preserved over two 

dozen letters from David Long during his time as a Union 

soldier. Having read these letters many times, Jean relished 

how David Long was a “philosopher, thinker, and his letters 

are filled with insight. When discussing how these letters will 

help visitors understand another perspective from a soldier 

who ended up at Andersonville, Jean said that “to see who 

we are now, we need to see who our family were.” “We need 

to understand where we’ve been.” 

 

The park will need to have the letters professionally con-

served and scanned to enable visitors to read David Long’s 

perspectives on life in the army during the Civil War. 

 

 

Faces of Andersonville NHS 
Highlighting the Staff 

Andersonville National Historic Site employs numerous youths through a 

variety of programs each year. Our newest park employee is Zoe Kane-

Preissing. Zoe came to Andersonville NHS from Chicago, Illinois to work 

with our maintenance division. Since the beginning of May, she has been 

helping the park gain its “Night Sky” designation by checking all man-

made light sources for light pollution and conducting research for a Dark 

Sky program. Zoe is also assisting with the Facility Management Software 

System and anywhere else she is needed in the park. She applied to this 

position because she had “never lived in the south before or even been to 

Georgia and wanted something new.” Zoe would like to continue her NPS 

service in the future at other parks across the country. She loves the Na-

tional Park Service because she gets to work in nature and believes in the 

meaningful work the NPS does to benefit others. She loves running, read-

ing, cooking, and photography. She assisted with the Memorial Day event 

by taking pictures. She also enjoys participating on the park’s weekly triv-

ia team. We are so happy to have Zoe on staff for six months and excited 

to see what she does with the Night Sky programming!   

Zoe Kane-Preissing, 

Andersonville NHS Scientists 

in Parks intern. 



2022 Memorial Day at Andersonville 

By: Fred Boyles 

 

 

After a two-year hiatus, Memorial Day was back at Andersonville National Cemetery.  The park 

was adorned with flags including all 50 state flags at the National Prisoner of War Museum, the 

Avenue of Flags along the roads in the Cemetery and the small flags placed at each of the 20,400+ 

graves.  Rolling Thunder Chapter III placed the Avenue of Flags in the Cemetery a week before the 

holiday.  On Saturday morning over 240 volunteers, including various youth groups, descended on 

the cemetery for the huge task of placing flags at each headstone.  This tradition of connecting 

young people with this patriotic act of service is an important educational outreach of the park.   

 

The traditional ceremony took place on Sunday afternoon, May 29th.  Superintendent Gia Wagner 

welcomed the 200 visitors gathered and noted how wonderful it was to hold the event after taking 

two years off due to the pandemic.  The U.S. Army’s Maneuver Center of Excellence Band led by 

Staff Sergeant Johnson provided inspirational music for the day.  The Americus Fire Department 

Color Guard provided the national ensign for the program.  Father Richard Nelson, Rector of Cav-

alry Episcopal Church in Americus, offered both the invocation and benediction.  Friends Chair, 

Fred Boyles, recognized all veterans and service 

members in attendance.  Congressman Sanford 

D. Bishop (2nd Dist., Ga.) spoke about the sig-

nificance of the holiday and introduced the 

speaker, Lieutenant Colonel James E. Wolfe, 

USAF, (Ret.).  Lt Col Wolfe is the Commander of 

the John D. Mathis Post 2, American Legion.  His 

inspiring remarks focused on those who paid 

the ultimate sacrifice for the country.  Prior to 

the playing of Taps by the band, wreaths were 

presented by various service organizations.  

  

“This being my first Memorial Day Service, I 

was moved by how many people came to the 

park to take in the beauty of the place and to re-

member those who gave their lives for all of us,” 

stated Gia Wagner, “I especially appreciate the 

efforts of our volunteers who assisted our staff 

to make the holiday meaningful to our visitors.”   

 

The Friends of Andersonville provided financial support for the weekend’s events through the An-

dersonville Trust.   
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Presenters at this year’s Memorial Day were from left to right, Father Richard A. Nelson, Calvary Episcopal Church, Congressman 

Sanford D. Bishop (2nd District, Georgia), Superintendent Gia Wagner, Andersonville NHS and Lt Col James E. Wolfe, USAF (Ret.) 

Commander, John D. Mathis Post, American Legion.   

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    Memorial Day Band 
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Section H, the largest section at Andersonville National Cemetery  

Finished reading the Andersonville Dispatch? Don't toss it or delete it, pass it along to someone 

else who may be interested in Andersonville.   


