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   Chairman’s Message 

                        

 The Wreaths Across America event the week before Christmas was an 
enormous success.  The article in this issue of the Dispatch describes in detail 
the effort of those who made it all possible.  Andersonville is fortunate to have 
the support of Bennett Trucking for all they have done to mark the holiday sea-
son to honor those who are laid to rest at the National Cemetery.  It means so 
much to the families of those who served our nation and those who made the 
ultimate sacrifice for our country that they were honored in this way.   

 President John Kennedy is most often credited with making the state-
ment, “Victory has 100 fathers, defeat is an orphan.”  That certainly is true 
about the Wreaths Across America event which had thousands of fathers.  That 
spirit of support of Andersonville National Historic Site goes back 150+ years.  
The essence of that care for Andersonville originates with the Women’s Relief 
Corps, Grand Army of the Republic in the 19th Century and a host of similar 
organizations such as the American Ex-Prisoners of War in the 20th Century.  
Today, the Friends of Andersonville are joined by many patriotic groups that 
provide tangible support for our beloved site.  But at its core, it comes down to 
one person who cares enough to act.   

 Jim Covington is just that kind of person.  For over 10 years he served 
as Chairman of the Friends of Andersonville leading our group in support of 
the Historic Site.  A few years back he had a vision of making sure there was a 
Wreath at Christmas for every headstone in the Cemetery.  What made Jim’s 
vision possible was his ability to convince others that this was a worthy cause 
that warranted action.  For some it was a financial contribution.  For others it 
was volunteering to place the Wreaths on the graves on December 17th.  Jim 
was the person who was able others to contribute to the cause.  The fine folks at 
Bennett Trucking recognized Jim’s vision and efforts.  At a banquet the night 
before the Wreaths Across America ceremony, they honored Jim with the Patri-

ot Award.  I can think of no better person to honor as 
a patriot than Jim Covington.  Thank you Jim for all 
you do.   

                                                       Fred Boyles 

 

 
Jim Covington was presented the Patriot Award for 
his efforts in support of the 2021 Wreaths Across 
America event at Andersonville National Cemetery 
by Lee Gentry, Executive Vice President, Bennett 
Family of Companies.   



Superintendent’s Corner 
By Gia Wagner 

 
Greetings from Andersonville, 
 
It was wonderful to finally meet the Friends of Andersonville (FOA) board members at 
the meeting in September.  We all appreciate the commitment, time, and talent you 
bring to the board and to the park more than we can express. We are especially grateful 
to Bill Arcuri for providing public programs twice this past year.  His experiences pro-
vide the public with a real connection to the POW experience.  

 
FOA-funded projects last year included the development of a virtual field trip to the 
National POW Museum.  Georgia Public Broadcasting was on-site in October to com-
plete filming.  We expect to see a draft for review this Winter.  Once complete, this 
online resource will be available to schools and the public and will greatly enhance our 
ability to tell the POW story virtually.  FOA funded a curatorial intern, Bobby Brooks, 
who did a fantastic job.  The FOA research grant to Damien Shiels has produced use-
ful information for our Interpretive staff; it provides us with many personal stories of 
the Andersonville prisoners which make our work to connect visitors to this important 
story much more meaningful.  Damien visited Andersonville in November and provid-
ed an excellent program on the Irish in the Civil War and specifically at Andersonville 
Prison.   
 

The pandemic caused us to adapt 
nearly every aspect of our opera-
tions over the past year and a half, 
most notably at the National Pris-
oner of War Museum, which was 
closed to the public from March 
18, 2020 until April 2, 2021.  Vis-
itation has been steady since re-
opening but has been about 25% 
of the historical average during 
the pandemic.  Much of the de-
crease can be attributed to larger 
groups and field trips that are not 
occurring.  We are hopeful the 
public safety situation improves 
enough to allow people to travel 
normally soon. 
 
Adapting or cancelling events like Memorial Day, Wreaths Across America, and Living History Weekend 
were difficult as we see these as some of our more impactful and mission-focused activities. Outdoor roving 
interpretation and programs were offered to continue connecting with and providing information to visitors in 
the park. Digital interpretation was also used to continue sharing the stories of American POWs. Park inter-
pretive and resource staff created an online exhibit focused on the 160th anniversary of the Civil War with 
photographs and personal stories of some of the POWs held at Andersonville.   
 
This year our wonderful partners made sure we had enough wreaths for each headstone in the cemetery for 
Wreaths Across America.  The ceremony was moving, and we were all touched by the response from our 
volunteers that day. The FOA, Bennett International, the Taylor Foundation, our wreath ambassadors, The 
American Ex-Prisoners of War, and many others worked tirelessly to get us to 20,200 wreaths this year to 
meet the goal of covering each headstone at Andersonville National Cemetery.  We are truly blessed by the 
sense of community, patriotism, and dedication of our many partners and supporters. 
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Andersonville National Cemetery 

We had a busy year in the national cemetery.  We have exceeded our previous high number of burials per 
year which has led us to open new sections of the cemetery.  In 2022, we anticipate beginning use of the sec-
tions near the flagpole and to the left of the rostrum.  At current rates, we should have burial space for 10-15 
years before the cemetery will close to new burials.  

Section Q is the hilly area on the southeast end of the national cemetery and opening that section will provide 
us with several years of burial space.  It is currently too steep for safe use of the heavy equipment used for 
burials.  Our goals are to retain the natural contours, protect the historic cemetery wall, and reduce the steep-
ness of the hills to allow for roughly 700-800 burial spaces.  Working with an engineering contractor, we are 
just finishing the design phase of opening this section which will be followed by environmental compliance, 
recontouring work, and then waiting for the soil to settle and stabilize before opening the area for burials.  

We had historic masons at Andersonville to restore and re-point the eastern historic cemetery wall this past 
November. The project included cleaning and replacement of missing or damaged brick and mortar.  We are 
in the design phase for a project to assess the historic curbing and drainage needs through the center of the 
cemetery near the east-west road.  Once complete, we will seek funding for the needed actions that will allow 
the sections near that road to open for burials.  

Fiscal Year 2022 

We are starting off our new year with 2 new employees and a new position for one of longtime employees.  
Caitlyn Edwards is our new Lead Interpreter for the National POW Museum. Caitlyn is also a Captain in the 
Army Reserves and is already proving to be a good fit for our team.  John Puchelt is our new maintenance 
worker.  John was a seasonal employee for us in 2021 and he is an excellent addition to our team.  Jody Mays 
has taken a position as Chief of Interpretation at Cumberland Gap National Historical Park.  The new assign-
ment gets her closer to family and a much-deserved pay increase.  We are grateful for Jody’s many contribu-
tions to Andersonville NHS and wish her all the best in her new position.  Andrew Miller from Vicksburg 
National Military Park will be acting in her vacated position until June.   

Through the generous donations from the Friends of Andersonville, we will host a curatorial intern, work to-
wards development of an accessible picnic area, fund public events, replace wayside exhibits, and restore the 
Michigan Monument that has been missing its wreath for over a decade. We are truly grateful for the ability 
to work with the FOA to enhance the visitor experience and to care for our nationally significant resources.   

We held a successful Civil War Day event this past 
November. This one-day event included children’s 
activities, special guest speaker Damien Shiels, and 
living history demonstrations. Thanks to our fantas-
tic volunteers who helped us make the day fun and 
educational for all 200 in attendance.  We are plan-
ning to hold additional events in 2022, including 
several one day living history events and POW-
focused events and programs. We will continue to 
adapt programs and events to meet our mission of 
interpreting and sharing the stories of Andersonville 
and of all American POWs. 

We are planning to hold additional events in 2022, 
including several one day living history events and 
POW-focused events and programs. We will contin-
ue to adapt programs and events to meet our mission 
of interpreting and sharing the stories of Andersonville and of all American POWs. 

Thanks again to all of our Friends who make our efforts easier! 

Gia Wagner 
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Wreaths Across America 
 

 
The 2021 Wreaths Across American project at Andersonville 
National Cemetery met a goal of placing a holiday wreath at 
each headstone thanks to the efforts of corporate, private and 
park partners.  Since 2008 when the first Wreaths Across Amer-
ica project began at Andersonville, this was the first time a 
wreath was placed at each grave.  Led by the Bennett Family of 
Companies and the Taylor Foundation, 20,313 wreaths were 
placed the week before Christmas in the Cemetery.  A ceremo-
ny was held at Noon on Saturday, December 18th that was at-
tended by over 1,000 people.  After the event, those attending 
became volunteers to place wreaths at each of the graves.   
 
The traditional ceremony culminated by honoring the 13 ser-

vice members who were the last to give their lives in August in Afghanistan.  Attending the event was the 
family of Corporal Humberto A. Sanchez, United States Marine Corps.  Corporal Sanchez was 22 and from 
Logansport, Indiana when he gave his life for his country.  Wreaths were also presented for each of the ser-
vice branches along with POW/MIAs from all wars.   
 
The Bennett Family of Companies was the principal partner in the project raising funds and awareness for the 
project.  Apart from the fundraising, four Bennett trucks adorned with patriotic messages traveled to Colum-
bia Falls, Maine to pick up the wreaths and transport them to Georgia.  The last leg of the trip from 
McDonough to Andersonville was made under police escort on Friday before the event.   
 
“It was remarkable to see the outpouring of support from so 
many dedicated organizations and individuals to honor all 
those buried at Andersonville National Cemetery,” stated Gia 
Wagoner, Superintendent of Andersonville National Historic 
Site, “On behalf of the National Park Service, we are sincerely 
grateful to everyone who made this special day possible.”   
 
The wreaths remained in place in the Cemetery through the 
holiday season.  Wreaths Across America began in 1992 when 
the Worcester Wreath Company in Maine had a surplus of 
wreaths and donated them to Arlington National Cemetery.  
Since then the movement has grown all over the nation at over 
230 locations with the three stated goals of Remember, Honor 
and Teach.   

 
The event was coordinated locally by Jim Covington of the 
Friends of Andersonville.  Covington raised funds from local 
businesses, organizations and individuals who expressed sup-
port for the patriotic project.  He also recruited civic clubs and 
organizations to volunteer in the huge task of placing wreaths at 
each grave.  Covington had told the leaders at Bennett Trucking 
years ago his vision to see a wreath at every grave and was rec-
ognized at the Ceremony for his persistence in working towards 
that goal.  Another important partner in the event was the 
American Ex-Prisoners of War who gave one of the largest 
contributions to purchase wreaths.   
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Curator’s Office Intern 

 

Hello everyone!  

 My name is Bobby Brooks, and I was the intern at Andersonville National Historic Site in the cura-

tor’s office from May to the beginning of August. I am from Taylor County, Georgia, so I have visited the 

site when I was younger. I am currently enrolled at Georgia Southwestern State University seeking a history 

degree along with a Teacher Certification. This has been my first experience with the National Park Service 

as well as working in public history. This opportunity has been wonderful, and I truly appreciate the chance to 

work at Andersonville National Historic Site. 

 I enjoyed working here for many reasons. My first reason would be learning more about the P.O.W.s I 

cataloged and I would have to watch myself to make sure I wasn’t reading too much and working too less. 

My favorite donations were those from Herbert Emge, a World War 2 P.O.W. who was a prisoner of the Ger-

mans. His stories from abroad were very interesting and I enjoyed cataloging all his rare and diverse currency 

that was donated from him. During my tenure here, I learned a great deal from the Curator, Bridget, who has 

assisted me every step of the way.  

 Along with cataloging, I also got to work in the museum on occasion in which I loved. I have always 

wanted to work in a museum and this internship made that possible as well as it changed my mind set for the 

future. I always viewed myself as a history teacher but after this internship, I am changing my mind and hop-

ing for more opportunities in the museum setting. I was also tasked with the Integrated Pest Management of 

the entire site. I never thought that bugs and bug traps would be so interesting, but I was wrong. Keeping 

track of which pests were throughout the site was fun and I hope that I helped in the eradication of some 

pesky critters. 

 I enjoyed being up close and per-

sonal with the museum collection. I cata-

loged a collection of letters and prayer 

cards from a P.F.C. Andrew Vidra and 

reading his thoughts and prayers was 

very touching for me. I tried to put my-

self in his shoes and I got to know what 

adversity he was up against being a pris-

oner of the Japanese. A memorable do-

nation from him was a constructed flag 

from a Chinese flag and an American 

parachute. The flag was tattered and torn 

but it was filled with his fellow P.O.W.s 

names and addresses who were also at 

Hoten Camp in Mukden.  

 I plan to graduate in the Spring of 2022 and I am hoping to land a great position either in a museum or 

being a high school history teacher. The knowledge that I am taking from this internship is immense and I 

greatly appreciate this opportunity. I want to thank the Friends of Andersonville for funding this venture and I 

also want to thank Bridget for the patience and expertise she has shown me. I have enjoyed my time here and 

it comes back to the phenomenal coworkers and superiors I had here at Andersonville National Historic Site. 
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Cultural Resource Member 

  

Hello everyone!  

 My name is Alissa Kane, and I was the Cultural Resource Member at Andersonville National Historic 

Site from February to May of this year. Before I was offered this opportunity, I was the Community Volun-

teer Ambassador at Stones River National Battlefield from February 2020 to January 2021. I’m a Michigan-

der, with a bachelor’s degree in history and a master’s degree in public history. Since my term is coming to 

an end, I wanted to reflect on everything I learned over the course of this internship.  

 I came into this internship with a basic knowledge of how 

museum collections worked within the National Park Service. Over 

the past few months, I have learned so much about accessioning, cat-

aloging, and using the Interior Collections Management System 

(ICMS). I helped the Curator, Bridget, complete the annual invento-

ries of the park’s collections. I performed environmental monitoring 

tasks, as well as preservation tasks like rehousing documents and ar-

tifacts into better storage arrangements.  

 My favorite part of working in any historical collection is get-

ting to learn more about the individual lives and experiences of the 

people who have objects and documents housed here. One of my fa-

vorite donations was the James George collection. James George was 

a U.S. soldier captured during the Battle of the Wilderness, which 

started on May 5, 1864. He became a Prisoner of War and was held at Andersonville Prison.  

 While sorting through his things, I got to read his heartfelt letters to his wife. I learned that he was an 

English immigrant who became a U.S citizen eight months prior to the war starting. I rehoused and cataloged 

a chess set that he had carved from bone inside Andersonville prison. I felt fortunate to be able to read and 

learn more about this individual, and I was happy to be the one to catalog and preserve his items. To me, indi-

vidual stories are just as vital as the wider historical narratives. These individual stories give us a fuller, richer 

snapshot of a particular moment in time.  

  In the near future, I hope to be permanently employed with the National Park Service, and I know that 

the skills I developed in this internship will help me get there.  I want to thank the Friends of Andersonville 

National Historic Site for funding my position. I also want to thank my supervisor Bridget, for teaching me 

SO MUCH about collections management. I have enjoyed getting to know the history of Andersonville Na-

tional Historic Site, as well as the people who help preserve it. Until next time!  

  

  

  

Box of chess pieces from the James George 

Collection 
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