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Apologies for the delay in sending out the Dispatch, along with the limited con-
tent. It has been a very difficult time for our partners in the National Park Ser-
vice, due to the government shutdown. The shutdown does not only affect the 
park, but also has a major impact on the employees. These fine stewards of our 
park are placed in an untenable situation. Let’s support them anyway we can; 
along with our thoughts and prayers. That being said, I hope everyone had a 
wonderful Christmas and are looking forward to the New Year. It has been a 
great and busy year at the park. 

 There was one particularly important issue that came to the attention of 
the Board of Trustees. This was the fact that grave liners were not being provid-
ed to veterans buried at Andersonville National Cemetery. After much research 
a letter was sent to Senator Johnny Isakson on December 20, 2017.  A copy of 
this letter is found on page 3.   

 The result of the letter was a Bill introduced by Senator Isakson on Feb-
ruary 5, 2018, rectifying this situation. The Bill subsequently passed the House 
on May 7, 2018, the Senate on May 24, 2018 and signed by the President on 
June 15, 2018. HR 4910 the Veterans Cemetery Benefit Correction Act is now 
law. Our thanks to Senator Isakson and his staff for authoring and moving this 
legislation forward in record time. I would also like to thank Randy Jones and 
Lou Riccardi who helped spearhead this initiative and a special thanks to Steph-
anie Jones who ensured that the research and work product got to the right 
place and into the right hands. 

 This truly was a team effort between the FOA, the NPS, Veterans Affairs 
and our elected officials. We should be proud of this Bill, which brings much 
relief to many veterans. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                         

  



 This was a banner year for Wreaths across America at Andersonville National Cemetery. On Decem-
ber 15, 2018,   15,120 Christmas wreaths were placed on headstones; that is approximately 75% of all graves. 
Being there and being part of the event was a moving experience. Again it was teamwork that won the day. 
Bennett Trucking, the Taylor Family Foundation, the NPS, the Civil Air Patrol and individuals, like you, pulling 
together made it happen. It won’t be long before every headstone has a wreath. (Articles & pictures of the 
event will be in our next Dispatch). 

There are many more exciting things planned for the park, so don’t miss out. Come and visit your park. 
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