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Chairman’s Message 

                       Jim Covington 

 

 

I hope everyone had a Merry Christmas and are 

looking forward to a Happy and Healthy New 

Year. It has been a busy time at the Park. Sep-

tember was the annual event to remember and 

recognize our POW’s and MIA’s; with the sup-

port of both the National Park Service and Georgia Southwestern State Universi-

ty it was a memorable and uplifting experience. 

 This year is the 150th anniversary of the opening of Camp Sumter, An-

dersonville, Georgia. The Park Service recognizes this by presenting special pro-

grams on the first Saturday of every month; these programs are both entertaining 

and educational. December brought us Wreaths Across America. Nothing makes 

you feel better than being at the Park on a clear, crisp winter day, placing green 

Christmas wreaths on the white headstones. We are truly a blessed Nation and 

we thank our veterans for their service. 

 Since this is the session of thanks, I would like to take this opportunity to 

give thanks. First to the National Park Service, these dedicated men and women 

work tirelessly for the benefit of the National Historic Site. I would like to thank 

our Trustees who volunteer their time, talents and funding to ensure the Ander-

sonville legacy lives on. And finally, I thank all of you who rise to the occasion 

in supporting the Park. The commitment you have made has resulted in the 

Friends of Andersonville receiving The National Park Service Director’s Part-

nership Award. Congratulations, it is well deserved and you should be very 

proud. Please continue to make the Park an integral part of your life. Visit the 

Park in person, on the web at nps.gov/ande/ or friendsofandersonville.org. Also 

find them on Facebook.com/AndersonvilleNPS. 

 In closing I would like to welcome our new Superintendent at the Park, Charlie Sellars. Charlie comes 

to us from the Great Smokey Mountains. He and his Family have relocated here and I know he will be a great 

asset; please make him feel at home. 

 

From Stephanie Steinhorst, Park Ranger 

This winter has marked numerous changes for Andersonville National Historic Site, with new arrivals and nu-

merous departures. This is the last year of the 150th anniversary of the Civil War, and the staff and volunteers 

at the National Prisoner of War museum are preparing for the final commemorative events that take place in 

2015.  It is only through the generous support of the Friends of Andersonville that we are able to accomplish 

all the wonderful things we have planned. 



Superintendent’s Corner 

By  Superintendent Charlie Sellers 

 

Dear Friends of Andersonville, 

As I write my first installment of the Superintendent’s Corner, I can’t help but feel the pride that 

comes along with the realization that I have been given the opportunity to lead these wonderful re-

sources we call Andersonville National Historic Site and Andersonville National Cemetery. As we 

continue to march along toward the conclusion of the commemoration of the Sesquicentennial of the Civil War, the sup-

port that the Friends of Andersonville provides becomes very apparent to me. 

Whether it be the support of the traveling exhibit, “Victory From Within,” the numerous 150th Anniversary programs and 

projects, sponsoring student internships, funding much needed research grants or supporting the Sumter Players and the 

production of “The Andersonville Trial,”  it becomes very evident that the National Park Service cannot possibly do this 

alone. I tip my hat to you for continuing to support and assist us in telling the story of Andersonville. 

On December 13th, the Wreaths Across America ceremony was held with over 500 wreaths being placed on graves in 

Section B of the National Cemetery. Our hope is, in the coming years, that a wreath will be placed on each of the graves 

in the cemetery. What a wonderful site it would be, though, to see all graves adorned with a wreath. 

It is with sadness that I report that Andersonville has had two key members of our staff retire in December, and we will 

soon lose yet another to a very well deserved promotion. 

Alan Marsh, the park’s cultural resource specialist, retired in December after 29-years of service with the federal govern-

ment. Alan was heavily involved in the development of the National Prisoner of War Museum and has also been instru-

mental in the development and growth of an oral history program at Andersonville that now includes over 1,000 inter-

views with former prisoners of war. 

Julius Lumpkin, the park’s mobile equipment operator, also retired in December with 23-years of service to the federal 

government. Julius’ institutional knowledge of the park and his ability to assist with the management of the National 

Cemetery will be greatly missed. 

Eric Leonard, the park’s supervisory park ranger, is leaving Andersonville in January to assume his new duties as the 

Superintendent of Minuteman Missile National Historic Site in Phillip, South Dakota. Eric has been at Andersonville 

since 2010 and has worked on numerous park projects; including the development of the curriculum for the traveling 

exhibit, development of the Civil War to Civil Rights trading cards and leading the Interpretation and Education staff to 

win the Southeast Region’s coveted Keeper of the Light award. 

We wish these gentlemen well in the next chapters of their lives. 

In closing, I want to reiterate how grateful we are for the continued support that the 

Friends of Andersonville provides to the park, and I look forward to fostering this rela-

tionship as we all work for the betterment of Andersonville. In the meantime, please do 

come to Andersonville to experience our Night Museum, First Saturday, and Avenue of 

Flags events, and certainly our Memorial Day Observance.  

I hope that each of you had a wonderful holiday season and I wish you a healthy and pros-

perous new year. 

Thank you. 
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Publications 

 Over the summer, Ranger Stephanie Steinhorst and Guide 

Chris Barr worked with Eastern National to edit the Civil War se-

ries book on Andersonville.  The book updates many of the chap-

ters with current scholarship, and highlights a number of new im-

ages.  The book is now for sale in the Eastern National bookstore 

at the National Prisoner of War Museum. 

 Also an updated version of the Story Behind the Scenes 

series book on Andersonville will also be available this spring 

from the Eastern National bookstore.     

Events 

 As part of the 150th commemoration of the prison site, the park hosted an additional living history 

event in October.  This living history weekend entitled, “Freedom in the Fall?” explored the experiences of 

prisoners and civilians during the tumultuous autumn months in 1864.  During those months the prison popu-

lation decreased dramatically as prisoners continued to die and the survivors were moved to other prisons 

when General Sherman began his march through Georgia.  In just under three weeks, over 15,000 prisoners 

were relocated to the coast.  The prison population dropped from 33,000 to a few hundred prisoners in only 

three months.  The winter of 1865 was a period where prisoners were slowly reintroduced to Andersonville, 

once Sherman had reached Savannah.   

December is the annual time for seasonal decorations in the 

national cemetery.  A group of 130 community members 

joined the staff and volunteers in laying almost 500 wreaths 

at the Wreaths Across American program on December 13.  

This program was created to encourage citizens to decorate 

the graves of soldiers who no longer have family to mourn 

them, especially during the holiday season.  Community 

groups can register with the Wreaths Across American program to sell wreaths as a fundraising opportunity.  

In December, those wreaths are placed on graves in the national cemetery of their choice.  The park hopes to 

encourage community participation in this event, to increase the number of wreaths we are able to place.    

Each year, Andersonville National Cemetery receives approximately 200 - 500 donated wreaths for its over 

19,000 gravesites.  To ensure that each grave will be decorated at least once, volunteers and park staff rotate 

wreath placement by sections. For 2014, undesignated wreaths were placed in Section B, which contains buri-

als dating from the Civil War to the early 1900s. As the number of wreath donations increase, more graves 

will be able to be decorated each year.   

 January will mark our next Night Museum event, with opportunities to hear from author, Tracy Groot.  

Ms. Groot wrote the new fictional story of Andersonville called “Sentinels of Andersonville.”  Her story ex-

plores the struggle of civilians and soldiers in how to respond to the humanitarian disaster at Andersonville.  

Each character must decide which impulse is stronger; duty or compassion.  The Night Museum event offers 

opportunities to view the National Prisoner of War Museum after dark, and to experience the winter conditions 

of prisoners at Andersonville.  As always, this event is free.    
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 More information on the 150th anniversary events is available at http://www.nps.gov/ande/

planyourvisit/cw150.htm. Remember to mark your calendars for September 18th and 19th, 2015 for our Lumi-

nary event.  Volunteer opportunities will be available to help with this rare opportunity.   

 The park continues to present the First Saturday programs including the “Road to Andersonville” trol-

ley tour and special programs about other Civil War prisons throughout the country. These programs are free 

to the public; however, free tickets are required for the trolley tour as seating is limited. For tickets, please vis-

it http://www.nps.gov/ande/planyourvisit/roadtoandersonville.htm.  

 The November Night Museum event opened the National Prisoner of War Museum to visitors after 

dark, and an outside program about the complex position of guards around a prison waste-land. Dr. Lorien 

Foote spoke to a standing room only crowd on the history of prison escapes during the Civil War.  
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Awards   

 The Friends of Andersonville and American Ex-

Prisoners of War received the 2014 National Park Service 

Director's Partnership Award for their efforts to complete an 

interactive traveling exhibit about the Prisoner of War 

(POW) experience.  A multi-year fundraising effort and long-

standing collaboration with the staff of Andersonville Nation-

al Historic Site was acknowledged with this award, which 

highlights the national significance of the partnership.   

 

 Working together, the two organizations raised 

$221,000 to complete the traveling exhibit. Former prisoners 

of war from World War II, Korea, and Vietnam donated arti-

facts, shared their personal stories, and contributed to a companion teacher’s curriculum. The exhibit, enti-

tled Victory From Within: The American Prisoner of War Experience, was created to give more citizens the 

opportunity to understand the American POW story.  The 1,200 square foot exhibit explores the POW experi-

ence and displays artifacts and audio-visual interviews from actual prisoners of war. The exhibit travels to uni-

versities, museums, and other institutions nation-wide, ensuring that the POW legacy is preserved. 

 

 The Junior Ranger program book “Captured: A Prisoner of War Story” received an award for its design 

and layout that was received by Julie Cofer, from ID8 design company in Marietta, Georgia.  The Junior Rang-

er book, premiered this year, has been successfully completed by over 1,000 kids in the last ten months.  That 

is an almost 500% increase in youth participation over the previous year.    

 

People 

 Andersonville National Historic Site welcomed Charles Sellars as our new Superintendent in Novem-

ber.  Charlie comes to us from Great Smoky Mountains National Park and brings his wife and two kids to 

Sumter County.   

 December marked the retirement of two long-time park employees, Chief of Cultural Resources Alan 

Marsh and Mobile Equipment Operator Julius Lumpkin.  Both Alan and Julius have dedicated years to the 

study and care of prison site and national cemetery, and their contributions to the park and staff will be greatly 

missed.   

 Park Guide Christopher Barr also departed for a new position at Chickamauga & Chattanooga National 

Military Park. His research into the lives of the prisoners at Andersonville and work on the Stories in Stone 

film series has introduced the stories of many prisoners of war buried in the national cemetery to new audienc-

es.  He encourages everyone to stop in at Chickamauga and say “hello!” Visitors who were able to attend our 

Night Museum event in November had the opportunity to watch Chris’ final program about the difficult choic-

es that soldiers were asked to make during the war.   
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