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Chairman's Message

Jim Covington

Welcome to the New Year, I trust everyone had a great Christmas
and it is my sincere wish that each of you have a healthy and
prosperous 2013.  Fall in the Park is a magical time;
December 15, 2012 was the Wreaths Across America Celebration.
The Park was never more beautiful with the green and red wreaths
gracing the white stones in the cemetery. Our goal is to one day
adorn all 20,000 plus graves.

Starting on September 19, 2012, POW/MIA Recognition began with convocation at Georgia
Southwestern State University. One of our own Trustees, Bill Arcuri gave an inspiring presenta-
tion reference his time before, during and after being a POW in Vietnam. Rolling Thunder was
here and paid tribute to all POW’s and MIA’s. Again the Vietnam Traveling Wall was located on
the University campus, always a moving experience.

Speaking of moving, the POW Traveling Legacy, “Victory from Within” is ready for the road;
venues are being considered and the unveiling should be in the summer. I am also very proud to
announce the completion of the Victory from Within Companion Educator’s Guide. This will
not only accompany the exhibit but will be available to schools to better educate the students
regarding the POW experience. This truly is a piece of history that needs to be taught in all levels
of the educational system. Putting together this exhibit has been both expensive and time con-
suming; I thank each and every one of you for your support and contributions.

We on the Board of Trustees are sad to say good-bye to Bill and Maxine Price; they have relo-
cated and will be sorely missed. Bill will assume the position of Trustee Emeritus for his many
years of dedicated service to the Friends of Andersonville. We would also like to welcome Sybil
Smith as our newest Trustee. She and her family live in Americus and I know she will be a great
asset to the organization.

Again my heart felt thanks for your support to our National Historic Site, please continue with
your donations, volunteerism and your prayers.

Recent donations to the park include Civil War, Post Civil War and World War II objects.
Marine Private First Class Roy E. Hays collected the names of fellow POWS on this piece of

parachute from a food drop at Fukuoka #17 Kyushu Omuta, Japan.
Hays was a machine gunner on Corregidor and held prisoner for
39 months. His wife Vera Hays donated the object and it was pre-
sented to the park by her daughter and son-in-law, Mr. and

Mrs. Morgan.

Other donations include an 1897 photograph of Providence
Springs donated by Bryant Huff, a Post Civil War copy of a
journal and diary by Andersonville POW Joseph V. Kenadall
donated by Barto Thomas Doyle, and Grace Liberherr donated a
napkin ring made by Dr. Henry Justus Herrick while held at Libby
Prison during the Civil War.
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Superintendent’s
Corner
By Superintendent

Brad Bennett

Dear Friends,

So much for “winter.” As I write, trees are already in bloom at Andersonville and we have been
enjoying Spring-like temperatures for several days. As we ring in the new year, we look forward
to new growth on several fronts.

Thanks to the financial support from the Friends of Andersonville, we have launched the second year
of the Historical Interpreter Apprentice Program (HIAP). You will recall that this program debuted in
2012 to engage high school youth interested in history, teaching, theater, and community service. Park
Ranger Stephanie Steinhorst was recognized for her creation of HIAP in the Fall of 2012, one of seven
finalists for the prestigious Freeman Tilden Award, bestowed annually by the National Park Service
for innovation in the field of interpretation and education. Please join us in congratulating Stephanie.
Be sure to attend the March 9th and 10th Civil War Living History Weekend to see the newest genera-
tion of young public historians join experienced volunteers to help visitors gain a deeper appreciation
for the sacrifices made by American prisoners of war.

Now that we are a year away from the 150th anniversary of Camp Sumter (Andersonville Prison), the
expansion of Civil War programming continues. In addition to the first “Night Museum” program last
Fall, two more events are scheduled in January and November of this year.

If you haven’t stopped by the National Prisoner of War Museum to see the “Recent Acquisitions”
temporary exhibit, please visit very soon. Curated by Bridget A. Beers, it features objects donated by
former POWs, their families, and others in recent years, relating to the Civil War, World War I, and
Vietnam. The next temporary exhibit, debuting in mid-February, will focus on the 40th anniversary
of Operation Homecoming, the 1973 return of our Vietnam POWs.

Speaking of exhibits, the “Victory From Within” POW traveling exhibit is in its final stage of fabri-
cation and we anticipate its debut this summer. In the meantime, the companion curriculum project,
funded by the Friends, was completed in 2012. Designed to help teachers prepare their students for
viewing the traveling exhibit, it includes lessons plans that can be used in the classroom, and can be
adapted for use on site at Andersonville. It is now posted on the park website, available for download
to educators.

Several other programs will be occurring over the next few months, so stay up to date by visiting us
on the web at www.nps.gov/ande and/or “liking” us on www.facebook.com/AndersonvilleNPS .

On behalf of the National Park Service, we are grateful for your continued support. Thank you for
being a Friend of Andersonville.
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Seventh annual POW/MIA Convocation

On September 19, National Park Service, the Friends of
Andersonville, and Georgia Southwestern State University
(GSW) hosted the annual POW/MIA Convocation on the
campus of Georgia Southwestern State University. The
featured speaker was Bill Arcuri, who answered questions
from moderator Dr. Glenn Robins, a GSW history professor.
A graduate of West Point, Bill served his first six-month tour
in Southeast Asia from May to October 1972 in support of
N Operation Bullet Shot, also known as Linebacker I. On
8§ December 20th, 1972, at the beginning of his second tour
J and while flying a combat mission of Linebacker II, his
| aircraft was struck by three surface-to-air missiles while
bombing the railroad marshaling yards in Yin Vien just north
of Hanoi, North Vietnam. Forced to bailout, he was injured
and immediately captured by villagers. Arcuri was held captive in the Hanoi Hilton prison complex for the
next 55 days. As a result of his injuries he was in the first group of returning POWs as part of Operation
Homecoming, flown from Hanoi to Clark AFB on February 12, 1973. Arcuri resigned his commission in the
Air Force in July 1976 and began a civilian career. He is now retired and resides in Jupiter, Florida.

The annual Convocation began four days of area programs in recognition of National POW/MIA Recog-
nition Day, including Rolling Thunder's annual "The Ride Home" event. This year, among its other
programs, Rolling Thunder organized a wreath-laying ceremony in the memorial section of Andersonville
National Cemetery.
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Illinois Monument centennial program - Veterans Day

To mark the centennial of the dedication of the Illinois monument
in 1912, on the afternoon of Veterans Day, Illinois historian
Robert 1. Girardi spoke to the service and experience of Illinois g
soldiers who were held at Andersonville. In 1907, the legislature
of the State of Illinois authorized a monument in memory of the
state's 889 known dead at Andersonville. The final design was the
result of a collaborative effort between sculptor Charles Mulligan
and state architect Carbys Zimmerman. On December 20, 1912,
the Illinois monument was dedicated in the southwest portion of
Andersonville National Cemetery.

Dispatch Delivery:

Like all of you, we are trying to cut costs. The Dispatch is one of the largest expenses in our operating budget.
The current Dispatch is posted on our website when issued. If you would like to keep up with the current issue
as posted on our website, please email friends@sowega.net and request that you be removed from the mailing
list. This is also a good time to update any address changes.
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! Son of a Korean War POW Volunteers at Andersonville
R\

Andersonville

By Eric Leonard, Chief of Interpretation and Education

Volunteers provide critical assistance to the opera-
tion of the park. In the past year, a number of
volunteers have stayed in the park for one to three
months and worked in the National Prisoner of
War Museum, greeting visitors and leading pro-
e grams. All of these volunteers are drawn to this
place to help us tell the prisoner of war story to
the visiting public; this fall, we were joined by
a volunteer who had another reason to volunteer

here — his father had been held as a prisoner of war
in Korea for 33 months.
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Pat and Diana Curry, of Lubbock, Texas, joined
us in mid-September. They had arranged to
volunteer here a year earlier, and we had discuss-
ed at that time Pat’s interest in volunteering at the
museum. Pat was drawn to the park as a way to

learn more about his father’s experiences in Korea. My first assignment to them was to spend a day being visitors,
exploring the entire park, in order to get to know all that the park offers.

While taking in the museum’s exhibits the next day, they
discovered something that none of us expected — as it turns
out, the video loop in the Freedom room, which shows
news footage of returning POWs from WWII through the
First Gulf War, includes a brief shot of Pat’s parents em-
bracing, when his father, Lt. Jim Curry, returned home in
1953. Also in the picture is Pat, at age seven.

This unexpected moment more than exceeded Pat’s hopes
for his volunteer experience here, and was a good start to
two months of volunteering. In addition to serving visitors
in the museum, Pat gave several presentations to the
public, including one at the Sumter County Elementary
School for Veterans Day. His wife Diana provided valuable
assistance to our expanding living history program by
stitching the letters U. S. on nearly 50 reproduction army
blankets which will be used to create replica shelters at the.
prison site.

The Currys are experienced National Park volunteers, hav-
ing also served at Jewel Cave National Park, Saint-
Gaudens National Historic Site as well as other sites. Yet,
their experience at Andersonville was a real highlight,
because of their personal connection to the stories we tell.
In just two months with us, they gave over 500 volunteer
hours.
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Friends of Andersonville

\ Wreaths Across Amerlca

Clear skies and warm weather greeted participants to the annual Wreaths Across America service in the Ander-
sonville National Cemetery on December 15, conducted by the Civil Air Patrol. Over 270 wreaths were received
through the program, and at least an additional 100 were placed throughout the cemetery by families. To honor
the lives lost the prior day in the tragedy at Sandy Hook Elementary School in Newtown, Connecticut, a special

wreath was placed at the 1907 Connecticut monument.

November Night Museum - On the evening of Saturday,
November 17, 2012, Andersonville National Historic Site
hosted a new program, "Night Museum," in which the
National Prisoner of War Museum will be open for a rare
night-time opportunity to view the museum exhibits and
experience the prison site. The featured speaker for the
event was Michael J. Bennett, a recipient of a 2011-2012
POW Research Grant Program, funded by the Friends of
Andersonville. His program, "Lost Souls: Union Soldiers
in Richmond Prisons," explored Belle Isle and the military
prison complex at Richmond, Virginia. On the evening of
Saturday, January 26th and November 16th, 2013, Ander-
sonville National Historic Site will again hold two more
"Night Museum" events.
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BECOME A MEMBER

Did you know you can now become a member
of the Friends of Andersonville or renew your
membership online at our website? As little as
$15 per year for an individual membership can
help the Friends of Andersonville support
educational programs and the many projects that
are ongoing at this historic landmark. Membership
in the Friends of Andersonville also includes a
subscription to the Andersonville Dispatch com-
plete with news of upcoming events, photos and
articles of interest to our membership.

The Friends of Andersonville support every aspect
of the park's operation including research projects,
acquisition of artifacts and research materials,
maintenance and improvement projects, interpre-
tive programming and finally overseeing The
Andersonville Trust which will provide the
continuing operation of Andersonville National
Historic Site and the National POW Museum.

If you would prefer, please mail a check to Friends
of Andersonville, PO Box 186, Andersonville,
Georgia 31711.

www.friendsofandersonville.org
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