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 President's Message

Jim Covington

Well the New Year is here and | hope it is bright, joyous and
successful for all of you, as well as our National Historic Site.
December was beautiful at the Park with the Wreaths Across
America. Christmas wreaths adorned the white headstones in
the Cemetery. It was a spectacular sight. | only wish every
stone could have a wreath. Wouldn’t that be something?

The POW Traveling Legacy, “Victory From Within” is

moving along well. Fabrication is expected to be completed
this summer, with appearance schedule to soon follow. We are
also in contract to create a “Victory From Within Companion Educator’s Guide”. This will
complement the traveling exhibit and help educate the younger generations about the great
sacrifices made by POW’s. Completion of this guide will be in August 2012.

The next big event will be Memorial Day weekend. | look forward to seeing as many of you

as possible. We are planning a general membership meeting followed by a Board of Trustees
meeting. This will be on Saturday, May 26, 2012, Roosevelt Room, Windsor Hotel, Americus.
Remember, January is renewal month for your membership to the Friends of Andersonville.
Also, any funds you would like to dedicate to the Trust or the POW Traveling Legacy exhibit
would be greatly appreciated. We count on your support, not only monetary, but with your
presence and your prayers. See you at the Park!

Donna B. Becton - Admin. Mgr.

A Bit of History
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commemorate Union soldiers who were We are pleased to introduce three new individuals
Znn%zf;’:;siﬁ;giir;f)}fd'&‘;hgther — participating in the National Park Service (NPS)
ohunichtylare dedioatedito the broader Volunteers-in-Parks (VIP) program this winter at
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Superintendent’s
Corner
By Superintendent

Brad Bennett

Dear Friends,

While winter can often be a quieter season for national
parks, we rang in the New Year at Andersonville with some encouraging news: over the last three months of
2011, we saw nearly 70% more visitors than we did during the same quarter of 2010! We hope that this trend
reflects an increasing public interest in the 150" anniversary of the Civil War, especially as Andersonville
approaches our commemoration two years from now.

Speaking of the Civil War, Andersonville Park Ranger Stephanie Steinhorst successfully applied for a grant
from the National Park Foundation (the overall “Friends” group of the entire National Park System) that will
allow us to recruit and train a new generation of historical volunteers. Given that many of the soldiers held
in Andersonville Prison from 1864-1865 were teenagers, we are working with students from a local high
school history class to learn the craft of costumed interpretation for our annual Civil War Living History
Weekend on March 10" and 11", an event also supported by the Friends of Andersonville.

And speaking of educational activities, we will be offering more living history programs in the coming months
and years, leading up to Andersonville's moment in the national spotlight in 2014 and 2015. Rather than
placing “all of our eggs in one basket” in a single springtime event, we are shifting to a more flexible schedule
that allows for more-frequent, smaller-scale living history programs throughout the calendar year. This will give
general visitors and local residents more opportunities to make personal connections to Andersonville's
historic significance.

While we are on the theme of the Civil War, you might remember that last Spring the park participated for

the first time in “Park Day,” a nationwide program sponsored by the Civil War Trust to encourage volunteerism
at Civil War sites. We will participate again this year, with Park Day scheduled for Saturday, March 31. This
event will also be supported by the Friends of Andersonville.

While we look forward to other public programs later this year such as the original National Former POW
Recognition Day on April 9", Echo Taps on Armed Forces Day on May 19", and our annual Memorial Day
ceremony on Sunday, May 27", | remain ever grateful that this park enjoys such a high level of support from
you, the Friends of Andersonville. Please join me in commending President Jim Covington, the Officers, and
the Board of Trustees for their leadership in growing membership, attracting financial donations, supporting the
park through annual project grants through the Andersonville Trust, and raising awareness in the park's
surrounding communities of your good work.

With your ongoing help, 2012 promises to be a great year! To stay up to date on the above events and other
programs as they are announced, please visit us on the web at: www.nps.gov/ande .

New Hours at the National Prisoner of War Museum

Starting on January 2, 2012, the National Prisoner of War Museum opening hours changed from
8:30 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. The main entrance, park grounds, Civil War Prison Site, picnic area, and
Andersonville National Cemetery all remain open and accessible beginning at 8:00 a.m. The entire
park — including facilities and grounds — will continue to close at 5:00 p.m.
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Wreaths Across Andersonville

by Eric Leonard, Chief of Interpretation and Education

Sunny skies greeted nearly two hundred participants to the annual Wreaths Across America ceremony at the
Andersonville National Cemetery on Saturday, December 10, 2011. Members of the Civil Air Patrol led
the annual ceremony, where wreaths

were presented for each branch of the
armed services, as well as Prisoners of
War and those still listed as Missing in
Action. After the ceremony, members of
the public assisted in placing nearly 200
other wreaths donated by families,
businesses, and organizations. We thank
the Friends of Andersonville for supporting
this event by providing refreshments to
program participants and volunteers —

the hot coffee and cocoa helped warm the
winter morning chill.

Adorned with a red bow, the wreaths represent a
nation's remembrance to those lost to battle and
old age. Similar ceremonies occurred at National
Cemeteries across the country.

This year, wreaths sponsored through the Wreaths Across America organization which were not designated
for specific graves were placed in the cemetery's Section A, which contains graves 50 to 100 years old.

In subsequent years wreaths will be placed in a cascading fashion throughout the older sections of the
cemetery so that eventually all 20,000 graves may receive a wreath.

For the December 2014 Wreaths Across America service, the park has set an ambitious goal of decorating
every Civil War Prisoner of War grave, nearly 13,000, with wreaths. This will be one part of the
commemoration of the 150" anniversary of the Camp Sumter military prison in 2014-15.

Dispatch Delivery:

Like all of you, we are trying to cut costs. The Dispatch is one of the largest expenses in our operating budget.
The current Dispatch is posted on our website when issued. If you would like to keep up with the current issue
as posted on our website, please email friends@sowega.net and request that you be removed from the mailing
list. This is also a good time to update any address changes.
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By Brad Bennett, Superintendent —
with contributions from Eric Leonard & Bridget Beers, Project Managers

él. 2011-2012 Andersonville Trust Projects — Progress Report
NI

Friends of Andersonville

In May of 2011, the Board of Trustees approved five new projects for the July 1, 2011 — June 30, 2012 Friends of Andersonville
fiscal year. Having just passed the mid-year mark, a brief update is provided below on those five projects:

Create Victory From Within companion Educator's Guide

A contract has been awarded to a professional curriculum firm to develop teaching materials to accompany the POW traveling
legacy exhibit. Work has begun in earnest on the project, with a target date for completion this coming summer. Most recently,
contractors conducted interviews with park staff and other stakeholders. Feedback from these interviews will inform key
messages that will help teachers facilitate higher quality learning experiences for their students before, during, and

after experiencing the exhibit.

Restore historic post-Civil War Quilt from Andersonville Lodge

The quilt has been sent to conservators at the NPS conservation facilities at Harpers Ferry Center, West Virginia. Initial
photographs have been made. The park is expecting to receive send a treatment proposal and photos from the conservator
early in 2012. Once the document is signed, restoration treatment will begin.

Special Event Support

In September, the Friends sponsored guest speaker and Vietnam POW Al Agnew as he told his story to Georgia Southwestern
State University (GSW) students at the 6" annual POW Convocation. In December, the Friends provided refreshments for the
Wreaths Across America event in Andersonville National Cemetery. There are several public programs in the first six months
of 2012 that will also be supported by the Friends.

Publication printing
A new park-designed brochure on Andersonville National Cemetery is in draft stage and being reviewed by park staff in early
2012 with a goal of printing final product by Spring or early summer.

Research Grant Program

A call was issued for scholarly research projects related to the Prisoner of War story in 2011. Three projects were selected by
the park with concurrence from Friends of Andersonville President Jim Covington. Details on grantees and their projects will
be released upon receipt of spending plans from each researcher.

Newest Temporary Exhibit: Civilian Conservation Corps
By Bridget Beers, Museum Curator

Andersonville National Historic Site has opened its latest temporary exhibit, Andersonville's New Deal: The Civilian
Conservations Corps. The exhibit introduces visitors to one of the most popular work programs of the 1930s, the Civilian
Conservation Corps or CCC. Company 1411 of the CCC established a tent camp at Andersonville in September 1934 and
opened a more permanent camp the following month. The exhibit uses photographs, artifacts and text to show the impact
of the CCC on Andersonville. The exhibit will be on display through the winter and into the early spring of 2012.

Army Camp Number 3, Company 1411, worked in the Civil
War prison site at Andersonville for one year. Among their
accomplishments were road surfacing, landscaping,
erosion control and projects at Providence Spring.
Company 4455 took over the camp buildings in 1936 after
the departure of Company 1411. The new arrivals were
responsible for beautification and landscaping projects in
Andersonville National Cemetery.
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Original POW/MIA Banner Donated to Andersonville NHS
by Alan Marsh, Chief of Resource Management

héi

Friends of Andersonville

The POW/MIA flag began with an idea and is now a symbol recognized throughout America and beyond.
The flag has flown over the White House and in the U.S. Capitol Rotunda. Legislation passed in 1998
requires the flag to be flown in numerous federal facilities on Armed
Forces Day, Memorial Day, Flag Day, Independence Day, National
POW/MIA Recognition Day, and Veterans Day. It all started with the
wife of a Navy pilot.

In 1970, Lieutenant Commander Michael Hoff was declared Missing
in Action after his A7 Corsair crashed in Laos. His wife, Helen Hoff,
joined other spouses in the National League of Families determined
to obtain an accounting of prisoners of war and missing in action from
countries in Southeast Asia. Mrs. Hoff recognized the need for a
symbol to honor the POWs/MIAs and to create public awareness of
the POW/MIA issue. Recalling the Blue Star banners of World War II,
she wrote to the flag-making business Annin & Co., and asked their
vice president Norman Rivkees to design a banner. In turn, the
company contracted with graphic designer Newt Heisley, a World War I
veteran, who created the symbol that we are all familiar with today.

Helen Hoff received the banner but decided that the emblem would
get more use if it could be flown from a flagpole. She requested
Annin & Co. to make flags instead. The rest is history. Mrs. Hoff
sold POW/MIA bracelets and used the money to purchase flags '
which she donated to politicians, military personnel and others.

What happened to the banner? Helen Hoff hung it on her front door
and never took it down until recently. Thanks to a lead from Wayne
Waddell, Friends of Andersonville Board of Trustees member and
Vietnam POW, Mrs. Hoff donated the banner to the National Park
Service, Andersonville National Historic Site. Alan Marsh and Bridget
Beers (Andersonville NHS Museum Curator) traveled to Orange Park,
Florida in December, 2011 to record an oral history interview with Mrs. Hoff and accept the donation. Today, the original
POW/MIA banner is now being preserved in the only national park in America designated as a memorial to all American
Prisoners of War.

Did you know. . .

Father Whelan became chaplain of the Montgomery Guards, an Irish company raised in Savannah for the First Georgia
Volunteer Regiment at age 60. He came to Andersonville in June 1864 and remained for four months during the hottest
season of the year, and the period of greatest mortality. He ministered to the sick and dying in such heat that he had to

cover his head with an umbrella.

When six of the raiders were sentenced to hang, he tried to get a stay of execution. Failing at that, he prayed for them
as the trap was sprung.

After his departure in late September, he borrowed $16,000 in Confederate money and purchased ten thousand pounds
of flour, which was baked into bread and distributed at the prison hospital.

The prisoners never forgot him and many recalled him in their memoirs. Father Whelan died 6 February 1871 at the
age of sixty-nine.
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