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Summer 2019 

 

Chairman’s Message 

                       Jim Covington 

 

Since our last Dispatch the government shut-
down has been lifted. The National Park Service 
is back in full operation. 

 

We continue to work with our partners, the National Park Service, Bennett 
Trucking, the Taylor Family Foundation and individuals like yourself, in the fur-
therance of our goal; placing a Christmas Wreath on every headstone in Ander-
sonville National Cemetery. This will culminate with a wreath laying ceremony 
at noon on Saturday, December 14, 2019. Our goal this year is 15,000+ wreaths. 
If you would like to sponsor a wreath, you can go to 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/ga0213. For every two wreaths purchased  
($15.00 each) an additional one will be donated, for a total of three wreaths. 
 

A Memorial Day service was held on Sunday, May 26, 2019. We had a record 
crowd. The park was beautiful with the Avenue of Flags and a flag placed at 
each headstone. Thanks to the NPS and all the volunteers who made this hap-
pen. Our guest speaker was Captain William Robinson, USAF (retired), a for-
mer prisoner of war in Vietnam for 7 ½ years. He is a recipient of the Air Force 
Cross, Silver Star, Bronze Star and two Purple Hearts. His message was both 
moving and inspirational. 

 
I am often asked “how can I get involved with the FOA?” I first explain our mis-
sion: To support the National Historic Site at Andersonville. We do this with our 
time, talents and funding. There is no membership fee, no annual dues. We want 
you to be a part of the park. Participate, on Memorial Day, POW/MIA Recogni-
tion Day, the laying of Christmas Wreaths in December and any other event at 
the park. Talk about the park, with friends, family, neighbors and co-workers. 
Donate, any amount to support the projects we sponsor. Go to our web-site: 
www.friendsofandersonville.org, you’ll find useful information. If you would 
like to be added to our mailing list and receive The Dispatch, contact us at P.O. 
Box 186, Andersonville, GA 31711 or e-mail us at:  
info@friendsofandersonville.org .   

 
We need and value your support. See you at the park.                                                                              

                                                                  

http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/ga0213
http://www.friendsofandersonville.org/
mailto:info@friendsofandersonville.org


Superintendent’s Corner 

By Superintendent Charles Sellars 

 

Dear Friends of Andersonville, 

 This past year has been both challenging and rewarding. We have seen numer-
ous changes in staffing, budgets, and other resources. We have experienced unique 
events that have affected the park in various ways. Yet we remain undaunted in our 
mission to preserve and interpret the stories of Camp Sumter Military Prison, Ander-
sonville National Cemetery, and all American prisoners of war (POWs).  

 For much of the past year, I served as Acting Superintendent of Jimmy Carter National Historic Site 
(JICA) in addition to serving as Superintendent of Andersonville NHS, and spent a portion of each week at 
each park. However, Jill Stuckey became the new Superintendent of JICA on March 3rd, 2019 and consequent-
ly my detail responsibilities ended. I was honored to oversee the wonderful programs and resources of JICA, 
and I feel confident that Ms. Stuckey will do a terrific job as their new Superintendent. I now look forward to 
focusing on exciting new projects at Andersonville NHS and leading the park as we approach our 50th anniver-

sary in October 2020. 

 National POW/MIA Recognition Day in September 2018, held 
in partnership with The Ride Home and the Friends of Andersonville, 
was a great success. It included remarks by World War II POW Wil-
liam Pebly and the family of Michael Hoff, Vietnam MIA. Just a cou-
ple of weeks later, the park was struck by Hurricane Michael. The park 
has experienced tropical storms before, but this was the first to arrive 
as a hurricane. The park closed for several days due to power loss and 
damage, but I am proud to say that staff from every division pulled to-
gether and worked tirelessly to remove downed trees and reopen the 
park as soon as possible. Even while the park was closed, staff went 

above and beyond the call of duty to quickly clear an alternative route for a veteran’s family and funeral home 
to enter the park and bury their loved one as sched-
uled.  

 The December 15th, 2018 Wreaths Across 
America (WAA) event set a record as well. Due to 
the efforts of Bennett International (see back cover), 
the Taylor Foundation, Friends of Andersonville, the 
Civil Air Patrol, and WAA, Andersonville National 
Cemetery received over 15,000 wreaths. WAA Am-
bassadors were designated to help ensure the mo-
mentum begun last year continues through 2019 and 
beyond. Our new goal is to receive 20,000 wreaths by 2020. 

 One week after the WAA event, a lapse in federal appropriations and partial government shutdown oc-
curred. As a result, most of the park was closed. Andersonville National Cemetery was accessible but no visi-
tor services of any kind were provided. Specific park staff were called in as needed to conduct funerals. The 
shutdown lasted 35 days and was a difficult and uncertain time for employees, interns, volunteers, and part-
ners. It ended and operations resumed on January 26th, 2019.  

 In March, Living History Weekend brought volunteers from around the region to portray Union pris-
oners and Confederate guards. Special programs included cannon and infantry demonstrations, programs 
about the role of religion in the prison and contributions of women, and more. This popular event, perhaps 
more than any other, draws families and children to the park. It gives us the chance to encourage them to not 
only learn about the Civil War, but also to tour the National POW Museum and learn about POWs of other 
conflicts. 
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 Memorial Day commemoration in May began by raising the Avenue of Flags with help from Robins 
Riders and a youth crew from the American Conservation Experience (ACE) organization. On Saturday, May 
25th, about 300 volunteers placed flags on over 19,000 graves in Andersonville National Cemetery, creating a 
stirring and patriotic landscape. Sunday’s Observance featured Captain William Robinson (USAF retired), a 
former Vietnam POW. Memories he shared of brothers in arms who fought alongside him but never returned 
brought home the personal and inestimable losses suffered by the families of those buried in Andersonville 
National Cemetery. 

 Major rehabilitation work has been done at Prov-
idence Spring. The spring house and its associated foun-
tains and runway have been in need of intensive repairs 
for some time. The spring house roof, which was deteri-
orated and painted with lead-based paint, has been re-
placed. Three trees impacting the brick runway were 
removed, and two failed water lines have been located 
and replaced. In April, a specialized National Park Ser-
vice (NPS) team from the Historic Preservation Training 
Center did more restorative work, treating the marble 
fountain and repointing portions of the spring house. 
They also took apart and completely rebuilt the brick 
runway. Providence Spring looks better than it has in a 
long time, but additional work is needed on the marble fountain, French drain, and other components of the 
memorial. We hope to acquire additional funding to address these treatment needs in the near future. 

 A two-year archeological study of the 
prison site is coming to an end. NPS Southeast 
Archeological Center staff conducted ground-
penetrating radar and other surveys to try and 
find the specific location and other information 
about the third hospital site and other areas. We 
hope the study will provide valuable insight into 
the third hospital site and other areas that can be 
used for research and to better interpret what 
happened at Camp Sumter.  

 With the support of the Friends of Andersonville, we began a much-
needed project this spring to replace all informational and directional signs 
in the park, many of which are faded, damaged, or out of date. These signs 
give visitors their first impression of the park as well as key information. 
This project will reduce the park’s maintenance backlog, improve traffic 
circulation in the park, and enhance visitor experience. It will also bring 
park signs into compliance with new NPS sign standards. With the help of 
the ACE crew, over 20 signs have been replaced so far. Each new sign will 
be installed on new, more durable posts that require less maintenance. Ad-
ditional signs will be purchased and installed to complete this project. Our 
goal is to ensure all directional and informational signs in the park are of 
high visual quality and provide clear, consistent information to all park visi-
tors. 

 Also thanks to the Friends of Andersonville and others, important legislation has been passed that will 
provide a wonderful new benefit to veterans buried in Andersonville National Cemetery. This much-needed 
legislation fills a gap that has existed for decades, under which vault liners are provided to veterans buried in 
other national cemeteries but not to those buried in NPS managed cemeteries. The park fully supports this new 
legislation, and we look forward to offering this new benefit as soon as we receive needed guidance from 
Washington. 



 The American Ex-Prisoners of War (AXPOW) has expressed interest in partnering to increase out-
reach and education about POWs of World War II and other wars. Their interest coincides with recent park 
efforts to grow our education program. A new Education Technician position will focus on expanding educa-
tion and youth-focused programming. This year we received a National Park Foundation grant to help cover 
costs for in-class and on-site programs for two area schools. We are excited about the opportunity to partner 
with AXPOW to develop our education program, reach more schools, and create programs on POWs of World 
War II, Vietnam, and other wars. 

 The Victory From Within traveling POW exhibit is on display at Heroes Hall in Costa Mesa, Califor-
nia until mid-September. The exhibit will then travel to Baton Rouge, Louisiana for display at the Old State 
Capitol. If you are in either area while the exhibit is on display, please take the opportunity to see it. 

 Friends of Andersonville POW Research Grants were awarded to three individuals this year. Raffael 
Scheck of Maine’s Colby College will research trials against American POWs in Nazi Germany. University of 
Oregon researcher Timothy Williams will investigate Civil War prisons and the intellectual life of the Confed-
eracy. And Andrew Fagal of Princeton University will conduct a re-
search project entitled “The Myth of the Jersey: Estimating Mortality 
on British Prison Ships, 1776-1781.” 

 From providing volunteers with uniforms, to replacing park 
signage, to supporting POW research, the Friends of Andersonville is 
instrumental to the success and continuation of many park programs. 
We would not be able to provide the current quality and range of ser-
vices and programs to veterans, families, former POWs, and other park 
visitors without your unwavering partnership and support. We are 
grateful to have worked with the Friends of Andersonville for over 30 
years in our mission to preserve and share the stories of POWs, Ander-
sonville National Cemetery, and Camp Sumter. As we approach the 
park’s 50th anniversary, we look forward to continuing our partnership 
with the Friends of Andersonville for many years to come.  

Sincerely, 

Charles Sellars 

 

 
 
 

Hurricane Michael Repairs 

 

Hurricane Michael swept through the park in 
October 2018 and left behind downed trees, 
water damage, and power outage. The park 
had to remain closed for several days as all 
staff pitched in to clear trees and make the 
park safe for visitors again. Despite the dam-
age, we were determined to continue provid-
ing funeral services, and actually escorted one 
family through an alternative route into the 
cemetery while we were closed so that their 
loved one could be buried. 

Page 4  | Summer 2019                                                                                                                                      www.friendsofandersonville.org                        



Page  5| Summer 2019                                                                                                                                      www.friendsofandersonville.org                        

Changing Faces at Andersonville National Historic Site 

By Gloria Beard, Park Guide 

 New faces can be seen around Andersonville National Historic Site, and we’re not just talking about 
visitors! Several new park staff have come on board in recent months, and several have departed. 

 Three students have joined the park’s staff through the National Park Service Pathways Program. This 
program offers current students a chance to work with the National Park Service and explore careers while 
completing their education. Tristan Hemphill, who is attending South Georgia Technical College, is a new Stu-
dent Trainee Laborer. He will assist with mowing, setting headstones, and other maintenance activities. Gloria 
Beard and Jaden Terry, who both attend Georgia Southwestern University, have joined us as Student Trainee 
Park Guides. They will assist with visitor services in the National Prisoner of War Museum, complete research 
requests, and give interpretive tours.  

 Along with our new Pathways positions, a brand new Education Technician position has been estab-
lished at Andersonville National Historic Site! Lindsay Galland has been hired into this new position, which 
will focus on expanding the park’s education and youth programs. She will contribute directly to the our edu-
cation, interpretation, and outreach efforts by developing and presenting in-park and off-site curriculum-based 
education programs and activities. 

 Several other vacant positions have recently been filled. Brandon Albritton has been hired as our new 
Administrative Assistant. He will perform a wide variety of technical budget, program, and administrative du-
ties. Adam Childs is our new Mobile Equipment Operator. He will operate mowers, weedeaters, and other 
equipment in order to maintain our park grounds. Casey Battle has been hired as the park’s new Maintenance 
Mechanic, replacing Joseph Lovelace who left last fall. Casey will be responsible for maintaining the park’s 
vehicles, carts, mowers, and other equipment. 

 Some of our employees have also changed positions within the park. Jennifer Hopkins has been pro-
moted from Park Guide to Lead Park Ranger, a position left vacant when Jake Koch moved on to work at 
Bent’s Old Fort National Historic Site. Jennifer will manage the National Prisoner of War Museum and also 
serve as Volunteer and Intern Coordinator. Kerri Devane has been promoted from her previous Administrative 
Assistant position into a new Budget Analyst position. She will serve as the functional point of contact for day
-to-day budget and finance information. Tony Jago has been promoted from Maintenance Laborer to Facility 
Management System Specialist. He will use special software to inventory, assess, track, and fund maintenance, 
repair, and improvements needed to support park missions. 

  This summer, we also have a student volunteer joining us from Central Michigan University. 
Erika Cardinal is majoring in both Public History and Anthropology, and minoring in Museum Studies. She is 
required to complete an internship for her degree program, and she asked to complete those requirements here 
at the park. When asked why she chose Andersonville National Historic Site, and what this place means to her, 
she said “I have made it my personal mission in life to actively pursue the preservation, education, and protec-
tion of history. This internship provides me with an opportunity to do just that.” 

 We are very fortunate to have had so many talented and dedicated volunteers these past months. We 
are very grateful for their contributions. Without them, we would not be able to offer many of the programs, 
events, and services we provide to veterans, POWs, and other visitors. 

 However, it is with heavy hearts that we recognize the passing of one very spe-
cial volunteer. Our longest standing volunteer, Mr. Jimmy Culpepper, passed away in 
November 2018. He volunteered for an amazing 19 years and logged over 50,000 
hours of volunteer service at Andersonville National Historic Site. For most of those 
19 years, Mr. Jimmy volunteered 6 hours a day, 7 days a week, 362 days a year. He 
worked in the museum every day, and became a very familiar and welcome face greet-
ing park visitors. He was a joy to work with and a passionate member of the Anderson-
ville family. He will be remembered by all of us and will live on in our hearts. As our 
Wisconsin monument says, “to live in hearts we leave behind is not to die.” 
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Memorial Day 2019 at Andersonville National Historic Site 
 
By Jaden Terry, Park Guide 
 
  

 Memorial Day is a time of great cele-
bration for many. Families from all over the 
country come together and engage in festive 
activities like attending Memorial Day pa-
rades, throwing pool parties, and having 
barbeques, but it is so much more than that. 
This time of year we have the honor of show-
ing our appreciation and support for Ameri-
can soldiers, and it is by far one of the most 
important events here at Andersonville Na-
tional Historic Site. Every year the site hosts 
a series of events to commemorate all of the 
Americans who fought and lost their lives to 

keep this country safe, and this year was no different.   

 This week and a half long recognition began with raising our Avenue of Flags on May 17th, a week be-
fore Memorial Day. Our trusted volunteers and partners, the Robins Riders, came and assisted the park with 
raising American Flags throughout the National Cemetery and all 50 state flags in the National Prisoner of 
War Museum parking lot. Over 200 flags were raised in only two and a half hours, setting a new record! 

 The next event started a week later on May 25th. Volunteers from all over the area joined us to honor 
the veterans and their family members who are buried in Andersonville National Cemetery. Every headstone, 
minus the Raiders, received a flag.  

 Over 300 people volunteered and showed their appreciation for our military by dedicating their time to 
be a part of this amazing experience. Flags were placed all throughout the cemetery, and it was truly an inde-
scribable sight to see. 

 On Sunday, May 26th the park held a Memorial Day Observance Ceremony in the national cemetery, 
and the excitement was palpable. There was so much preparation and 
dedication put into this event, and the turnout was amazing. There 
was a performance by the U.S. Army Maneuver Center of Excellence 
Band, who played an assortment of patriotic songs such as Yankee 
Doodle Dandy and the Yellow Rose of Texas. 

 This year our featured speaker was former Vietnam prisoner 
of war Captain William A. Robinson. Born in Roanoke Rapids, 
North Carolina, Cpt. Robinson enlisted in the United States Air Force 
right after graduation. After four years of valiant service, he was shot 
down in North Vietnam on a rescue mission. Amazingly he and his 
crew survived but were soon taken captive. This was where he would 
spend the next seven and a half years as a prisoner of war, making 
him the longest held American enlisted POW. Upon his return home, 
he received a direct commission to Lieutenant for his bravery and 
loyalty as a POW. Furthermore, he had the honor of being the first 
enlisted man to obtain the Air Force Cross. He has also received nu-
merous medals including the Silver Star, Legion of Merit, Bronze 
Star, POW Medal, and two Purple Hearts along with seventeen other 
awards and decorations. In 2013 a biography of his life was written, 
“The Longest Rescue”, by Dr. Glenn Robins. 

   



Page 7 | Summer 2019                                                                                                                                      www.friendsofandersonville.org                        

 After serving his country for 23 years, 12 years enlisted and 11 years as a commissioned officer, Cpt. 
Robinson retired from the United States Air Force. He and his wife Ora Mae now live in Lenoir City, Tennes-
see. 

 Cpt. Robinson began his heartwarming speech by telling a childhood story. At nine years old, when 
asking his grandfather why certain soldiers had stars by their names, his grandfather replied with tears in his 
eyes, “they’re the ones that made the ultimate sacrifice for the freedoms that we enjoy today”. This truth 
stayed with him in his own captivity and even to this day. With pride and respect in his voice he described the 
fallen soldiers as “the sons and daughters of our nation who are standing in the four corners of the earth will-
ing to give everything…. for you”. With Cpt. Robinson’s help we were able to truly pay our respects to all 
American soldiers who bravely put their lives on the line for American ideals.  

 After his remarkable speech, the wreath laying portion of the ceremony commenced. One to two peo-
ple from several military and patriotic organizations paid their respects by laying numerous commemorative 
wreaths in front of the rostrum. In addition, there was a rifle salute by the American Legion Post 30 when mil-
itary honors were presented. 

 On May 27th at 11:00 a.m. the Knights of Columbus held a traditional mass in the national cemetery. 
The solemn ceremony was attended by 160 people and included communion, ceremonial regalia, and bagpipe 
music. To wrap things up, on the following Tuesday all the flags placed on the graves were removed with the 
help of about 50 volunteers. In all, over 2,000 people came to the park to remember and honor our military 
men and women for Memorial Day.  

 It is our privilege to pay tribute each Memorial Day to those who sacrificed so much for their country. 
As Superintendent Charles Sellars said during his Memorial Day Observance remarks, “Each gave some part 
of themselves, and some gave everything, to secure and defend our freedom. Their sacrifices forged our na-
tion, and it is through the continuing sacrifices of our military men and women that our nation endures. Our 
nation’s ledger is saturated in red, heavy with a debt we can never repay. All we can hope to do, as we gather 
here today, is thank them, honor them, and never forget what they have done for us.” 
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