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Chairman’s Message
Jim Covington
Heat, humidity, afternoon showers
and gnats built by Lockheed; welcome to
Southwest Georgia. It, however; is still a
great time to visit the National Park. Step
into the cool confines of the P.O.W. Museum and come face to face
with the stories and memorabilia of the men and women who sacrificed so much throughout our Nations history.
Even if you have been to the Museum before, you still haven’t
seen everything; these are not static displays. The National Park Service continuously makes changes and rotates items on exhibit, so
there is always something new and interesting to learn.
Memorial Day observance was breathtaking. 200 American
Flags lined the avenues of the Cemetery, while small flags adorned
more than 20,000 gravesites. In addition all 50 State Flags were
flown at the P.O.W. Museum parking area. The Ceremony was a
great tribute. The U.S. Army Maneuver of Excellence Band played,
the Colors were posted and wreaths placed. Brigadier General David
Lesperance, Armor School Commandant, Fort Benning gave a stirring keynote address. The weather cooperated as requested; slightly
overcast with a nice breeze. Our thanks to all those who made this a
great success.
OK, load up the Family, kids, grandkids, the whole lot and
come to the Park. The experience will be well worth it. Remember
this is YOUR National Park. See you there.

Superintendent’s Corner
By Superintendent Charles Sellars
Dear Friends of Andersonville,
A mild winter at the park has given way to the hot and humid climate typical
of summertime in Georgia. Heavy and frequent rains have challenged our small but
dedicated mowing staff to keep up with many acres of grass that seem to regrow overnight.
The generous and steadfast support of the Friends of Andersonville has been
instrumental to many projects and events completed or underway at the park this year.
In March, our Living History Weekend event drew hundreds of visitors and living historians from the region. In April
we presented a special program in honor of National Former POW Recognition Day that focused on the 100 th anniversary of America’s entry into World War I.
Our Memorial Day events in May were a great success thanks to the support of the
Friends of Andersonville and other partners. Robins Riders traveled to the park to help raise the
Avenue of Flags and set a patriotic and reverent atmosphere for the coming activities. Over 260
volunteers descended on Andersonville National Cemetery to pay tribute to our fallen military
and particularly those buried in the park by placing a small American flag on more than 20,000
graves. Families, scout groups, active military groups, and even two jeep enthusiast groups
came to honor our military by placing flags. The Dixie Crows once again graciously provided
lunch for flag volunteers in addition to assisting with flag placement.
Breezy conditions on Sunday made for a dazzling
spectacle of tens of thousands of flags flying in Andersonville National Cemetery as hundreds of visitors gathered to
remember those who gave their last full measure of devotion.
Our Sunday Memorial Observance featured keynote speaker Brigadier General Lesperance, whose distinguished military career includes 5 deployments, 3 Legion of Merit
Awards, 3 Bronze Stars, 1 Defense Meritorious Service Medal, 5 Meritorious Service
Medals, and other commendations. I was honored to serve as Master of Ceremonies for
the event. Jim Covington, President of the Friends of Andersonville, spoke in honor of
those who have died in service to their country and recognized military veterans in attendance. Other speakers included U.S. Representative Sanford Bishop, Senator David
Perdue’s Field Representative Kathy Burns, and Rabbi Beth Schwartz. The U.S. Army
Maneuver Center of Excellence provided both music and an honor guard for the ceremony. Monday’s Knights of Columbus Mass featured a bagpiper who walked through
each row of the national ceremony and paid musical tribute to each grave.
Spring also brought a record number of school groups to the park, with 137
groups coming to see and learn about the Civil War prison site, national cemetery, and National Prisoner of War Museum. Over 8,000 students heard stories and saw objects related to the stories of American prisoners of war. While most
park-guided programs were conducted by park employees, volunteers also helped with some programs and provided critical support on days when hundreds of students filled the National Prisoner of War Museum at once.
Volunteers and interns are vital members of the staff here at Andersonville National Historic Site, and the success of those programs depends in large part on support from the Friends of Andersonville. Providing volunteers and
interns with identifiable shirts, safety equipment, computer background clearance, training materials, recognition, and
other support is essential for an effective program. Several volunteer couples with their own RV stayed on the RV pads
in the park this past winter and spring to help with park operations. Currently, two interns are working in the National
Prisoner of War Museum to provide visitor information, assist in researching prisoners of war, and learn to conduct interpretive programs. This fall we hope to have two additional interns, one that will help with cataloging items donated to
the park and one to help organize the Research Library that is of such value to those researching Andersonville or American prisoners of war, including those who are awarded a National Prisoner of War research grant.
Page 2 | Summer2017

www.friendsofandersonville.org

The National Prisoner of War research grant funded by the Friends of Andersonville is a wonderful grant for
people to utilize in researching American Prisoners of War throughout history. This year like many before it has provided us with many wonderful researchers pursuing knowledge of POWs. One researcher used her grant to attend the May
17-21, 2017 Annual Convention of American Defenders of Bataan and Corregidor Memorial Society in Kansas City,
MO in order to share research with other experts, to interview surviving POWs and POW families in order to capture
their memories, to discuss POWs of Japan history, and to learn how her blog can be more effective in ensuring that their
history is remembered. Another one of the grant recipients is planning to use her grant for work on a full-length book
manuscript looking at the six men executed at Andersonville in July, 1864 in order to gain a fuller understanding of exactly who these six men were and the circumstances that led to their execution. She will be doing this by examining
their compiled service records and the letters and diaries of both their comrades in arms and their fellow prisoners and
comparing that information to the popular history that’s been passed down for the last century and a half, particularly by
men like John McElroy, John Ransom and others. The final grant recipient is using his grant to work on investigating of
a number of factors affecting conditions in Union Prison Camps for Confederate prisoners.
In addition to this valuable research, the Friends of Andersonville has
helped support major projects to improve park facilities and services this year.
One project involved replacing or repairing 170 window units on the National
Prisoner of War Museum. In the lobby and on the clerestory windows, which included 24 windows, workers removed and then reinstalled each window unit with
a film that has a 99.5% UV blocking rating and new rubber glazing seals around
each window opening for better weather protection. For the windows that line the
main walkway between the two restroom buildings, the workers removed all 50
windows and replaced them with new windows that had a film that obscures the
sight through each window pane. The final undertaking was to apply a window
film to the 96 alcove windows that has a 99.5% UV blockage rating and also
blocks out any LUX that would give us a reading over 50 lumens. This film was installed to provide an extra barrier of
protection to decrease the illuminance from the sun’s rays on the priceless museum artifacts that are on display within
the National Prisoner of War Museum.
An exciting new project underway thanks to funding from the Friends of Andersonville is the
purchase of a standalone Grave finder to go outside the Cemetery office door, which visitors can utilize to locate a grave without having to go to the museum to use the database computer. This will also
help visitors on the weekend and on holidays when there is a shortage of staff to assist someone. Since
Andersonville is still an active National Cemetery that averages 180 burials a year, a large number of
families and friends still come to find loved ones’ graves as well as visitors who come to find an ancestor’s grave from long ago. This grave finder will play a valuable role in helping visitors who are
looking for graves. Along with getting the kiosk we are also planning to get some signs to go in the
cemetery to direct visitors to the kiosk.
The “Victory From Within” traveling POW exhibit is currently at the National Naval Aviation Museum in Pensacola, Florida. We invite those in the area to make a trip to Pensacola to see the exhibit.
The park is working with The Ride Home in planning our September National POW/
MIA Recognition Day activities. Most of the Ride Home’s activities will take place in Warner Robins this year, but the September 15 ceremony will occur at the National Prisoner of
War Museum as in past years. Seymour Lichtenfeld, a former POW from World War II, is

scheduled to appear and share his story at the ceremony this year. Please plan to attend this special event.

On behalf of Andersonville National Historic Site’s staff, volunteers, interns,
and POW grant recipients, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the
Friends of Andersonville for their invaluable partnership. Your support is key to the
continuation of our mission to preserve and share the stories of American prisoners of
war, Camp Sumter, and Andersonville National Cemetery.
Charlie Sellers
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World War I: The Moments After Capture
By Jennifer Hopkins, Park Guide at Andersonville National Historic Site
One hundred years ago, on April 6, 1917, the United States joined their allies – Britain, France, and Russia – to
fight in World War I. The centennial of the U.S. entering the Great War was the main focus of April 9 th’s National Former POW Recognition Day at Andersonville National Historic Site. Through a ranger-led program about prisoners of
war in WWI, visitors were able to interact with history during an online poll session and become informed on prisoner
life before the 1949 Geneva Conventions.
Much research has been dedicated to World War I: medical and technological advancements, life on the front
lines and back home, and even how the war changed society. “Yet what happened at the moment of capture remains one
of the least researched, or indeed researchable aspects of the Great War,” wrote author Heather Jones. However, by looking at reports conducted by the American Red Cross we can piece together what those moments looked like.
Founded in 1881, the American Red Cross was reincorporated in 1905 under a new Congressional charter which
made it a semi-governmental agency. WWI was the first chance for this newly structured organization to flex its muscles. The organization did more than just send care packages and medical relief to American soldiers; it also inspected
places American troops were being held captive.
According to a 1919 report by the American Red Cross Deputy Commissioner, upon capture by German forces,
POWs were first assembled into groups and searched for papers or maps and individually questioned by German military
intelligence officers in an effort to obtain from them information of military value. All sorts of methods were used to
force such information from the prisoners: intimidation, and in some cases actual physical violence and even killing.
The Germans attached great value to the importance of prisoners as a means of obtaining military information
and spared no pains, trickery, threats, or expense to make prisoners talk. They even infiltrated prisons with spies who
dressed in American uniforms and spoke perfect English – hoping they would be able to gather information by listening
to prisoner conversations.
After their initial interrogation, a record of the individual POW was made. This record consisted of their name,
address, nearest friend or relative, company and regiment, date and place of birth, and date and place of capture. This
was much different than the Name, Rank, and Serial Number rules that applied to POWs after the Geneva Convention.
Those captured were usually taken during battle and had only the clothes on their back, which were frequently muddy,
bloody, and torn. Several were required to remain in that state without change of underwear for several weeks. As a result the prisoners reported to camp in an already unsanitary condition.
American POWs at Munster, Germany. From
"Authoritative Statement of Conditions in the Prison Camps of Germany" by Carl P. Dennett, 1919.

During the United States’ involvement in WWI (1917 and 1918), approximately
4,120 Americans were held as prisoners of
war. There were 147 confirmed prisoner
deaths.
While the POW story from WWI may
be the least researched, it is definitely not forgotten. Prisoners from the Great War who are
featured in the park’s National Prisoner of
War Museum include: Everett Buckley, the
first American POW to successfully escape in WWI; Edgar M. Halyburton, recipient of the Army Distinguished Service
Medal; Edouard V. Isaacs, Medal of Honor recipient; and many more. We invite you to visit Andersonville National
Historic Site and listen to their personal accounts of their capture and time in captivity.
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Photo by Jennifer Hopkins

Memorial Day is Andersonville’s most prominent event of the year. As an intern, I had an exclusive
inside perspective of the occasion, and walked out with a greater appreciation for the holiday.
The portion of the Memorial Day service that resonated with me the most was the display of flags in
the National Cemetery. As I entered the cemetery, I was left awed by the sight of tall American flags defiantly
planted about every ten feet along the road. They waved proudly in the breeze; evoking patriotic thoughts that
would make anyone stiffen their back with pride. Just beyond the avenue of flags was the somber scene of a
sea of graves, each one accompanied by a small American flag.
As I strolled to my station on the other side of the cemetery, I was left to ponder how each grave and
flag represented a unique individual. These were people who were no older than me. They had aspirations
and fears, and all answered the call to defend our nation. Many of them suffered and ultimately paid the highest price. I was left to wonder if they would appreciate the display of flags. Would they think that we are we
doing enough? Can we ever do enough? I spent the day aiding visitors and the park staff, but as the day wore
on, I observed visitors sauntering by each grave with the same silent contemplation that I had earlier in the
day.
That is when it dawned upon me. The beauty of the display is how applicable it is. It evokes universal
concepts that anyone can connect to: death, fortitude, duty, etc. And that is what Memorial Day is all about.
It is a time to reflect with reverence on the sacrifices of the men and women in our armed forces. The display
of flags is a simple and effective way to provoke such thoughts for everyone who enters the cemetery.
It is clear to me that Andersonville National Historic Site has found an effective way to celebrate Memorial Day. Rather than showing the visitor what to think, they provide them with the means to reach conclusions themselves. If possible, everyone should take the time to visit Andersonville’s Memorial Day services
and look upon Andersonville as a standard for how to properly commemorate our country’s fallen.
Wellington Bauman
Intern
Page 4| Summer 2017

www.friendsofandersonville.org

