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 It has been a busy time for both the National Park Service and the 
Friends of Andersonville. We are sad we have to say good-bye to Superinten-
dent Charlie Sellars; he is being reassigned to a post much closer to his home in 
Tennessee. He will be missed and we wish him all the best. We would, however, 
like to welcome Barbara Hatcher, who will be the Acting Superintendent here at 
the National Historic Site. We stand ready to support her as well as the rest of 
the fine NPS staff. 
 
 For the year 2020 the FOA will be financing $70,970 worth of projects 
for the park. This includes events such as commemorating the 50th Anniversary 
of the Andersonville NHS, the Memorial Day Ceremony, POW/MIA Recogni-
tion week and the Wreaths Across America Project. We will also fund research 
grants and be cataloging the backlog in the POW Museum collection. This and 
much more are all accomplished through your generous donations. 
 
 What a great year for Wreaths Across America. On Saturday, December 
14, 2019, we laid 15,705 Christmas Wreaths in Andersonville National Ceme-
tery. I would especially like to thank Bennett Trucking, South Georgia Tech-
nical College, Shiver Lumber Company and each of you who gave of your time 
and funding. This year the goal is 20,200 wreaths, making it the first time every 
stone in the cemetery will have a wreath. We can do it! Please go to 
www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/GA0213 and make your donation. It will be 
Christmas before you know it. 
 
 Don’t forget to visit your park this year and thank you for your support.  

 
 

 

http://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/GA0213


Superintendent’s Corner 
By Acting Superintendent Barbara Hatcher 
 
Dear Friends of Andersonville, 
 
 This past year has seen a change in leadership at Andersonville National Histor-
ic Site with Superintendent Charles Sellars’ departure to Cumberland Gap National 
Historical Park in Kentucky. Jody Mays, Chief of Interpretation and Resource Manage-
ment, filled in for over 2 months until my arrival as Acting Superintendent on October 
15. I anticipate another Acting Superintendent to take the helm in early February 2020 
before a permanent Superintendent arrives at the park in the summer. In the meantime, 
my plan is to provide continuity of park operations and programs, work on moving projects forward, and 
maintaining relationships.   
 
 Park staff continue to provide excellent visitor services with park programs, cemetery operations, cul-
tural resource protection, and facility management. With such a small number of staff, each member of our 
team is vital to park operations and most have a number of collateral duties or serve as backup for other staff 
to keep the park operating smoothly. Each division does a fantastic job, and I have been very impressed by the 
teamwork and dedication demonstrated by the employees at Andersonville National Historic Site. 
 
 The park would not be able to offer the range of services to military veterans, students, and other visi-
tors without the partnership of Friends of Andersonville. A number of projects were supported by the Friends 
of Andersonville in 2019. Two employees traveled to the National Archives and conducted valuable research 
on historic Army records related to Andersonville. A project to transcribe the oral histories of Vietnam veter-
ans held in the park collections is now underway, and the Museum Curator is getting extremely helpful assis-
tance with curation needs so she can begin to address the tremendous backlog of items that need to be cata-
loged. The museum program lost a permanent position and, with the departure of two part-time student em-
ployees, faces a serious staff shortage. The museum intern provided by the Friends of Andersonville has been 
invaluable in addressing this urgent need. Also in 2019, the park held nine special events and other programs 
that were fully or partially funded by the Friends of Andersonville such as Civil War Living History Weekend, 
National POW/MIA Recognition Day, Night Museum, and Wreaths Across America.   
 
 The 2019 Wreaths Across America event set a new record with 15,705 wreaths received at Anderson-
ville National Cemetery. But the wreath count wasn’t the only record for the event this year. With the help of 
Jim Covington and the other Wreaths Across America Ambassadors, we had 3 forklifts and nearly 100 volun-
teers to assist with unloading the 3 tractor trailers that delivered the wreaths on Friday. Because of their help, 
unloading and setup took less than half the time it took the previous year. Then on Saturday, over 740 volun-

teers helped place wreaths at the event. Both days set new records 
for volunteer support. 
 
 We continue to work with Friends of Andersonville, Bennett 
Trucking, the Taylor Family Foundation, Wreaths Across America, 
and individuals in the pursuit of our 2020 goal of placing a wreath 
on each of the over 20,200 headstones in Andersonville National 
Cemetery. Wreaths Across America has agreed to donate one 
wreath to match each sponsorship of two wreaths.  For more infor-
mation, visit the Wreaths Across America Taylor Family Founda-
tion site at www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/ga0213.  
 

 Andersonville National Cemetery is now the only national cemetery managed by the National Park 
Service that remains open to new burials of military veterans. In FY2019, a total of 182 veterans and spouses 
were buried in the cemetery. At our average annual rate, we anticipate remaining open for new burials for an-
other 25-35 years provided we can regrade a large section of the cemetery (Section Q) that is currently unsafe 
for burial operations. We are currently working with the Army Corps of Engineers to develop and initiate this 
grading project so we can continue to provide burial services to our veterans for the long term.  
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 This year the park will recognize its 50th anniversary! The park 
was established by Congress on October 16, 1970. We will commemorate 
this milestone with special programs throughout the year, including a spe-
cial Civilian Staff Ride, former POW speakers, and a special black powder 
demonstration. The park staff kicked off the celebration on January 4 with 
an event to give a glimpse of the history of the creation of the park. Our 
signature event will occur on October 17-18, with former park superinten-
dent speakers, a “tour through time”, and other activities. We will also 
partner with Dream Rocket to host an area youth art contest themed around 
the park’s history and mission. We will also offer a special Junior Ranger 
program and badge focused on the history of the park. Special social me-
dia series using the hashtag #Andersonville50 will help promote the anni-
versary and events. We invite you to join us for one of these events, and 
we look forward to continuing to partner with Friends of Andersonville for 
the next 50 years to further our mission of educating the public about the 

deadliest ground of the Civil War and preserving the resources and stories that illustrate the experiences of 
American prisoners of war throughout U.S. history. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In December, the museum underwent some small renovations. The museum's theater received a fresh coat of 
paint, sound panels, and new carpeting. The revitalized look was unveiled to the public at the park's annual 
Night Museum event. Following the theater updates, carpet that once lined the main corridor of the museum 
was replaced with black tile, giving the hallway a sleeker look.  
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Hello All! 
 
 My name is Erika Cardinal, and I was the intern at Andersonville National Historic Site and the Na-
tional Prisoner of War Museum from mid-May to mid-August of this year. I split my time between the muse-
um and the collections, doing so to complete the requirements of my university’s programs. I am currently a 
student at Central Michigan University, double majoring in Public History and Anthropology with a minor in 
Museum Studies, with graduation set for this December. I was incredibly fortunate enough to spend my sum-
mer down south at a place that has since come to mean a great deal to me.  
 
 When I started looking at internships for this summer, I knew I wanted it to be somewhere out-of-state, 
and at either a Revolutionary or Civil War site. Growing up, I had always loved to read western historical nov-
els, and I remembered one of them had mentioned Camp Douglas, in Chicago, in comparison to Camp Sum-
ter. Now Camp Douglas is currently in the process of archaeological surveys, and there isn’t much there in 
terms of interpretation. So I decided to look up Andersonville- to my great surprise, it was listed as a National 
Historic Site! 
 
 From there, I decided to give Andersonville a ring. I got in touch with Lead Ranger Jennifer Hopkins, 
and a couple of emails later, I was all set to spend my summer down south.  
 
 Before I get into everything that I was able to help with and be a part of, I want to first thank those that 
made it possible for me to be here. To the staff at Andersonville, I am eternally grateful for being willing to 
take me on and show me the ropes. I’ve learned an incredible amount this summer and have developed a great 
appreciation for the work everyone here does. To AX-POW, I am deeply appreciative of the amenities offered 
and provided to me during my stay. The guest house on-site alleviated so many worries on my end, and I am 
grateful that the organization devoted time, money, and resources to establish a place of rest. That little cot-
tage was my home for the summer, and I shall miss it dearly.  

 
 My time here at Andersonville has involved many cups of 
morning coffee and countless conversations with the hundreds of visi-
tors that have walked through the museum doors. I worked alongside a 
couple other volunteers at the front desk, welcoming visitors to the mu-
seum and answering their questions about Andersonville. I quickly 
learned that I thrive off of the energy that guests bring into the muse-
um. I always looked forward to starting a conversation with them and 
learning just a little bit more about who they were.  
  
 One of my projects this summer has been to research American 

female prisoners of war throughout history. The centennial of the 20th Amendment is fast-approaching, and 
this research has made me vastly more aware of everything women have been capable of doing since then. I 
was fascinated to learn about the Angels of Bataan and their time as prisoners of war during World War II. 
Their stories of perseverance and commitment have deeply inspired me to pursue my passions and tell the sto-
ries that so few get to hear.  
 
 My time in with the museum’s collections and cultural resources division was also very eye-opening. I 
was able to apply much of what I’d learned in classes to practical use, all while learning more about the Na-
tional Park Service’s standards and procedures for collections management. I was fortunate enough to help in 
several ways, whether it was by cleaning the museum in the mornings, working with the integrated pest man-
agement (IPM) system, or sorting through thousands of photographs and preparing them for digitization.  
 
 While I was able to gain an incredible amount of knowledge and experience this summer, it is not the 
most important thing that I will take away from my time at Andersonville. This summer I was able to re-
evaluate much in life, and gain a new perspective on those who have gone before us, fighting and giving their 
all. My grandfather fought in Vietnam, and every day I spent in the museum was a reminder of how vastly dif-
ferent his story could have been. I am eternally grateful for the men and women of this country, and the ser-
vice they have shown. I am eternally grateful for Andersonville. 
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 During the first week of Jan-
uary, at Andersonville NHS we 
kicked off the park's 50th anniver-
sary with our first First Saturday 
Program. Throughout 2020, we will 
be hosting a series of special pro-
grams on the first Saturday of each 
month highlighting some aspect of 
the prisoner of war story or park 
history in commemoration of the 
park's 50th Anniversary. For Janu-
ary, we started things off with a 
ranger-led program on the founding 
and establishment of Andersonville 
National Historic Site. Next month 
on February 4, Dr. Evan Kutzler, 
Professor of History at Georgia 
Southwestern State University, will 
be presenting on African American 
history at Andersonville.  

 This image is of GA State 
Senator Jimmy Carter with Con-

gresswoman Janet Scarbrough overlooking the bill to create Andersonville National Historic Site, c. 1969. 
University of Georgia Libraries.  

At the end of November we took down the Avenue of Flags. Approximately 10 of the onsite ACE (American 
Conservation Experience) volunteers assisted the park staff when taking down the flags. This was the last cele-
bration of Avenue of Flags this year, and the flags will be put up again next year.  
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Last week of November was a busy week. We had six groups visit. Three of the groups were school groups, 
and over 300 students participated in our specialized guided tours. 

 

 

  

 Last week at Anderson-
ville, we hosted our annual 
night museum event. The park 
staff and volunteers worked 
tirelessly to prepare the park. 
Dozens of candle holders were 
cleaned and prepped. Twenty 
five shelters were built in the 
shelter reconstructed corner, 
and the other open space of the 
corner was filled with luminar-
ies to represent the overpopu-
lated prison. Renovation of the 
theatre was completed Friday 
afternoon, to ensure that our 
visitors had the best experience.  

 Our guest speaker, Colonel Philip A. Millerd conducted a theatre program informing visitors of his re-
search concerning the World War II death marches, and a park guide offered an outdoor luminary stationary 
talk at the reconstructed corner. 

Approximately 130 people attended the event.  
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