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Chairman’s Message 

                       Jim Covington 

 

 Summer is upon us and the Park is 

both busy and beautiful. Memorial Day 

is always a standout event. The Avenue 

of Flags and the individual flags on each 

headstone inspired and caused reflection for those who sacrificed all.         

 Our thanks to the National Park Service and the scores of vol-

unteers who made this an unforgettable day. 

 We are half way through our projects within the Park for 2016. 

I am pleased to report that great progress is being made. Through a 

Centennial Match Program, the Friends of Andersonville are partner-

ing and matching funds with the National Park Service on two im-

portant projects. This includes the replacement of window panels at 

the Prisoner of War Museum and the replacement of the wooden 

walk bridge at Fort Star, adjacent to the prison site. 

 The POW Traveling Exhibit, Victory from Within, is leaving 

Fort Douglas Military Museum in Salt Lake City, Utah and coming 

to Columbus, Georgia, where it will be housed at the National Civil 

War Naval Museum. It has been on the road for three years. This will 

give us the opportunity to inspect and evaluate any maintenance con-

cerns before it moves on again. 

 These projects and the Traveling Exhibit would not be possi-

ble without your generous support. Thank you for all that you do and 

thanks to the National Park Service personnel for being outstanding 

stewards to our Park. 

God bless and be sure to come visit your Park.   

 



Superintendent’s Corner 
By  Superintendent Charlie Sellars 

 

Dear Friends of Andersonville, 

 Summer has once again arrived at Andersonville National Historic Site 

and numerous projects, many supported by the Friends of Andersonville, are ei-

ther underway at this time, or soon will be. This includes the replacement of the 

windows in the National Prisoner of War Museum. This project was a partner-

ship between the Friends of Andersonville and the National Park Service where 

funds provided by the FOA were matched by the NPS through special funding 

that was provided to the NPS in support of our 100th Anniversary in 2016. This project will replace the win-

dows in the museum alcoves and restroom areas of the museum and reseal and replace the protective film on 

the skylights in the museum and lobby areas. This project is being done to ensure that the museum and its 

contents are protected from damage for years to come. 

 The National Park Service was fortunate to receive funding 

for another significant project this year, which is for the replacement 

of the heating and air conditioning systems at the National POW Mu-

seum. The funding for this project was a Na-

tional Park Centennial initiative aimed at 

addressing significant maintenance needs in 

our highest priority facilities. 

 With the continued support of the Friends of Andersonville, we held another 

successful Memorial Day commemoration. The Robins Riders from Warner Robins, 

GA assisted the park with the Avenue of Flags and hundreds of volunteers assisted 

with the placing and removal of over 20,000 American Flags on the graves at Ander-

sonville National Cemetery. A special thank you goes out to Lieutenant Colonel 

Kent Morrison, USMC (Ret), who served as our keynote speaker. 

 The Friends of Andersonville has provided continued funding for the Prisoner of War research grants 

for this year and three grants were awarded this year. 

 We also used a donation from the FOA to hire an intern to work in our curatorial facility, assisting the 

park Curator with cataloging prisoner of war related items that we maintain in our museum collection. 

 Later this summer, we will host another American Conservation Experience (ACE) crew that will be 

working in the National Cemetery to realign and reset headstones as well as placing topsoil and seeding sec-

tions of the cemetery. The ACE crew is a youth initiative program for which we receive special funding from 

the NPS. It is a wonderful opportunity to expose our youth to the National Park Service, but even more im-

portantly, the operation of the National Cemetery. 

 Planning continues to move forward for the park’s National POW/MIA Recognition Day which is ob-

served on the third Friday of September each year. We are extremely appreciative of the Friends of Anderson-

ville for your continued support of this annual event. Commemoration activities will include the National 
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POW/MIA Convocation on Wednesday, September 

14th with featured speaker Dr. Derek Mallett. Dr. 

Mallett worked at the Joint POW/MIA Accounting 

Command in Honolulu, Hawaii and will be speaking 

about the ongoing work to identify the unaccounted 

for from America’s past conflicts. He currently 

serves as Assistant Professor of Military History at 

the U.S. Army Command and General Staff College 

in Ft. Gordon, Georgia. On Friday, September 16th, 

the park will host a rededication of the USS Pueblo 

plaque located in front of the National Prisoner of War Museum. Several members of the USS Pueblo’s crew, 

who were held prisoner for 11 months by North Korea in 1968, are expected to attend this rededication. We 

are working with The Ride Home to help bring these POWs and to plan this year’s activities. 

 While it may seem early, I would like to remind you of the Wreaths Across America event that will be 

coming up on December 17th. It is never too early get the word out to all of your friends and family. Our goal 

continues to be to place a wreath on every headstone in the National Cemetery every year. Their website is 

www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/ 

 I also want to take this opportunity to remind everyone that on August 25, 2016, the National Park 

Service will be 100 year old. I invite you join us in our celebration as we look forward to the continuing part-

nership with the Friends of Andersonville as we move into our second century. 

   

Support the Work of 

THE ANDERSONVILLE TRUST  

 
(  )$25  (  ) $50  (  ) $100  (  ) Other $_____   

(  ) Corporate $500  (  ) Corporate Benefactor $1000 

 
Name __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Corporation______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

City______________________State__________Zip____________Phone____________________________ 

_ 

Email___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

The Andersonville Trust is pleased to accept corporate gifts as well as gifts of stock, which may have a great-

er tax advantage to you.  All gifts are tax deductible.  Thank you! 
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Around the Park 

                By Park Guide Wade Barr 

 Spring was a beautiful season at Andersonville National Historic Site. Our Memorial Day activities brought 

large crowds to honor those that had given the “last full measure of devotion” to our country. A light breeze unfurled 

nearly 21,000 flags on graves in Andersonville National Cemetery, creating a dramatic background for our Memorial 

Day Observance on Sunday. Lieutenant Colonel Kent Morrison USMC (Ret), Executive Director of the Marine Corps 

Logistics Base in Albany, Georgia, gave a stirring address reminding all of us what Memorial is all about. Remarks 

were given by Superintendent Charles Sellars, Friends of Andersonville President Jim Covington, AXPOW Command-

er Ed DeMent, and U.S. Representative Sanford Bishop. As in 

previous years, the Maneuver Center Band of Excellence Band 

provided music that always stirs the soul both before and during 

the ceremony. 

 On Monday, The Knights of Columbus held a special 

Memorial Day Mass in the National Cemetery attended by over 

400 people, a record attendance for that event. A strolling bag-

piper also walked throughout the cemetery and played moving 

renditions of patriotic songs. 

 Many thanks go to those who helped put the Park in 

readiness for Memorial Day! Friends of Andersonville printed programs for the Sunday event. Robins Riders motorcy-

cle group raised the Avenue of Flags around the Park. Boy Scouts, other youth groups, local families, and the Dixie 

Crows placed flags on each grave in the National Cemetery. The result was a stunning visual display that made the Na-

tional Cemetery a place of inspiration and beauty. If you have never had the opportunity to attend our Memorial Day 

events, I highly recommend them. 

 Spring is also our busiest season for school field trips to the park. As in past years, a large number of students 

from all across Georgia came to visit the park and learn about both Georgia History and American History. It’s really 

rewarding to see these groups go through the National Prisoner of War Museum and hear the stories of sacrifices made 

by American POWs and their families. Understanding the suffering and freedoms denied to American POWs helps 

these young people realize the price paid for the freedoms they enjoy today. It’s inspiring to think that one day these 

students, who will be our future leaders, have been shaped in some small way by their experiences at Andersonville 

National Historic Site. 

 The Fourth of July brings Robins Riders back to once again raise the Avenue of Flags around the park. Large 

numbers of visitors take the opportunity to visit the park and enjoy this patriotic display during the long weekend cele-

brating our Independence Day. 

 Although the Georgia heat and humidity makes summer a relatively slow season for visitation to the park, lots 

of visitors still stop by as they travel north or south from all over the country. Many say that Andersonville has always 

been on their “Bucket List” and leave excited about their experience and eager to tell their friends that they need to add 

us to their list of must-see places. 

 Preparations are already underway for September’s National POW/MIA events, so be sure to mark your calen-

dars for the third week of September. The park is working with The Ride Home to plan activities at Georgia Southwest-

ern University and at the park. Former POWs from the USS Pueblo, captured by North Korea in 1968, will attend the 

events.  
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Leaving a Legacy 

 

       

By Stephen L. Stanfield and Lewis D. Webb, AAMS 

Financial Advisors to the Friends of Andersonville, The Andersonville Trust 

 

 We all know that we can leave a legacy by preparing for it through our Last Will and Testament.  

Many of us are not aware, however, that there are other ways to leave a legacy – some of these ways require 

much less work than rewriting our Last Will and Testament.  As you think through what you wish to do with 

your estate – large or small – it is essential to consult your team of advisory professionals – your attorney, 

certified public accountant (CPA), and financial advisor.  Let’s take a look at some of the ways we can leave 

a legacy to those we want to remember us. 

 Last Will and Testament.  Your professional adviso-

ry team – financial advisor, CPA, and of course your lawyer 

will work together to make sure that your wishes for wealth 

distribution are legal, consider important tax implications, 

and are within the scope of your financial plan. 

 IRA.  You can make a charitable organization the 

beneficiary of your IRA, and for those over 70 ½ the IRS 

allow for some tax free distributions to a charity.  See 

www.irs.gov for the details, and contact your CPA for com-

plete information. 

 Charitable Remainder Trust or CRT.  You can establish a trust in which you place your assets that can 

pay you an annual benefit each year – the percentage is based on your age.  The remainder of this trust is 

passed to the charity you named.  Some may choose to purchase an insurance policy with a portion of the in-

come from the CRT that can provide for your heirs upon passing.  The CRT can possibly provide a tax ad-

vantage for you and your heirs as well as larger financial donation to the charity of your choice.  Again check 

with your professional advisory team – your attorney, CPA, and financial advisor to see if this is right for 

you. 

 The Friends of Andersonville the Andersonville Trust has benefited from many like yourselves who 

have planned to leave a legacy.  These gifts have allowed the Friends of Andersonville to provide an annual 

gift to the Park and the POW Museum for projects that could not otherwise be funded.  These projects in-

clude: 

 A traveling exhibit for the POW Museum 

 Construction and beautification projects 

 Marketing literature and a website 

 Support of the POW MIA symposium 

 Visiting story tellers 

 

Any tax or legal advice should be discussed with your tax or legal advisor prior to implementation. 
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